
MIAMI BEACH 
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 

NO. LTC # 0 J.ff-JO/lj LEITER TO COMMISSION 

TO: Mayor Phillip Levine and Member 

FROM: Jimmy L. Morales, City Manager 

DATE: January 16, 2014 

SUBJECT: Anti-Defamation League Feature Miami Beach No Place For Hate® Initiative 

The purpose of this Letter to Commission is to provide information regarding the 
featuring of the City's Community of Respect No Place for Hate® Initiative on the Anti­
Defamation League's (AOL) Hispanic Affairs national webpage. 

The Anti-Defamation League's Naomi Mazin, Director of International Programs and 
Special Projects, and Sonia Spar, Coordinator Latino Community Relations, have placed 
the MB Magazine article written by Dr. Leslie Rosenfeld entitled "No Place for Hate" on 
the following AOL national webpage: http://www.adl.org/education-outreach/hispanic­
latino-affairs/. 

The AOL has expressed sincere gratitude regarding the City's effort to support the 
implementation of the No Place for Hate® initiative this school year and is promoting our 
efforts by linking to the City of Miami Beach Education webpage: 
http://web.miamibeachfl .gov/scroll .aspx?id=41656. 

If you have ~ rlJJifestions, please feel free to contact me. 
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No Place for Hate 
This year, over 13 million American kids will be bullied at school, 
online, on the bus, at home, through their ce ll phones, and on the 
streets of their towns, making it the most common form of violence 
young people in this country experience. 

However, Miami Beach is No Place far Hate®. Fostering a bias-free 
environment in schools is a top priority. 

Miami Beach recently earned the Anti-Defamation League's (ADL) 
prestigious Community of Respect designation for its commitment to 
enhance the appreciation of diversity and faster harmony amongst 
diverse groups. Dedicated educators, concerned parents and 
municipal leaders are working together to establish safe learning 
environments far all children in Miami Beach. 

"Since its inception, the ADL has impacted the lives of over 56 million 
children and adults nationally through its anti-bullying and prejudice­
reduction programs," said Lily Medina, education project director, 
Anti-Defamation League .. 

In partnership with the ADL, the City is funding the implementation 
of the No Place far Hate® initiative this school year. In fact, all six 
public schools on Miami Beach will earn the ADL No Place for Hate® 
designation 

"I consider the Anti-Defamation League's No Place far Hate program 
as a best practice strategy to reduce bullying and violence in Miami­
Dade County Public Schools (M-DCPS) . This initiative complements 
our efforts in student services by providing educators and students 
with the additional resources to ensure that anti-bias and diversity is 
celebrated," added Deborah A. Montilla, district director, M-DCPS 
Division of Student Services. 

By Dr. Leslie D. Rosenfeld 

Activities currently underway in Miami Beach public schools target 
the entire school climate rather than just specific peer interactions. 
These activities not only work to teach students how to communicate 
appropriately and demonstrate positive social leadership, they 
redesign school hallways and classrooms to create materials and 
spaces focused on community and acceptance. 

"It's important that our students believe that they do have the power 
to respect differences and spread kindness . Together, we have 
been able to raise awareness of this important initiative," said Rene 
Bellmas, principal, Nautilus Middle School. 

Public schools and fac ilities across Miami Beach promote zero 
tolerance with regards to harassment and bullying by identifying clear 
consequences for students involved in such incidents. 

"I've been a victim of bullying . With the No Place far Hate training, 
I've realized I can help my peers by making them fee l safe and more 
comfortable at school," said Danielle Ravelo, tenth grader, Miami 
Beach Senior High . 

"I no longer wa it for someone else to stand up. I stand up for others," 
chimed in another tenth grader, Cheldina Jean. 

Eliminating bullying requires parents, educators and the community 
to remain firm on negative peer interactions. As a designated 
community of respect, Miami Beach is committed to fostering an 
environment of tolerance and respect. 
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No Hay Lugar Para el Odio Por la Dra . Leslie D. Rosenfeld 

Este aiio, alrededor de 13 mil/ones de niiios de los Estados Unidos 
ser6n acosados en la escuela, par internet, en el autobus, en casa, a 
troves de sus telefonos celulares yen las cal/es de su ciudad, siendo 
esta la forma mas comun de violencia que experimentan los menores 
en el pafs. 

Pero Miami Beach no es un lugar para el odio. Promover un ambiente 
sin discriminaci6n en las escuelas es una prioridad fundamental. 

La ciudad obtuvo recientemente la prestigiosa denominaci6n 
"Comunidad de Respeto" de la Anti-Defamation League (ADL), 
gracias a su compromiso tendiente a mejorar el aprecio por 
la diversidad y promover la armonfa entre grupos diferentes . 
Educadores comprometidos, padres interesados y /[deres municipales 
est6n trabajando juntas para crear entornos sanos de aprendizaje 
para todos los niiios y niiias de Miami Beach. 

"Desde sus inicios, la ADL ha tenido un impacto sabre la vida de 
alrededor de 56 mil/ones de adultos y niiios a nivel nacional, a 
troves de sus programas para contrarrestar el acoso y reducir los 
prejuicios," seiiala Lily Medina, directora de/ proyecto de educoci6n 
de la ADL. 

En asociaci6n con la ADL, la ciudad est6 financiando la 
implementaci6n de la iniciativa No Place for Hate® para este 
aiio escolar. En efecto, las seis escuelas publicas de Miami Beach 
recibir6n la designaci6n No Place for Hate de la ADL. 

"El programa No Place for Hate de la ADL es una estrategia de 
mejores pr6cticas para reducir el acoso y la violencia en /as Escue/as 
Publicas def Condado de Miami-Dade (M-DCPS, por sus siglas en 
ingles). Esta iniciativa complementa nuestros esfuerzos en materia de 
servicios a /os estudiantes, brindando a /os educadores y alumnos 
recursos adicionales para asegurar la celebraci6n de la diversidad 
y la no discriminaci6n," agreg6 Deborah A Montilla, directora de 
distrito de la Division de Servicios Estudiantiles de las M-DCPS. 

30 MB magazine I Winter 2013 

Las actividades que actualmente se desarrollan en las escuelas 
publicas de Miami Beach apuntan a mejorar todo el clima esco/ar, 
en lugar de centrarse en interacciones especfficas entre compaiieros. 
Estas actividades sirven no solo para enseiiar a /os estudiantes 
a comunicarse apropiadamente y demostrar un liderazgo social 
positivo, sino tambien para rediseiiar los pasillos y los so/ones de 
close a fin de crear materiales y espacios enfocados en la comunidad 
y la aceptaci6n. 

"Es importante que nuestros estudiantes crean en su poder para 
respetar las diferencias y difundir amabilidad. Juntas, hemos podido 
concientizar sobre esta importante iniciativa," coment6 Rene Bel/mas, 
rector de Nautilus Middle School. 

Las instituciones y escuelas publicas de todo Miami Beach 
promueven la tolerancia cero frente a los actos de intimidaci6n y 
acoso, identificando consecuencias claras para los estudiantes que 
participen en tales actos. 

"He sido vfctima de la intimidaci6n . Con la orientaci6n de No place 
for Hate, me he dado cuenta de que puedo ayudar a mis compaiieros 
haciendolos sentirse mas seguros y c6modos en la escuela," 
comparti6 Danielle Ravelo, estudiante de decimo grado de Miami 
Beach Senior High. 

"Yo ya no espero a que otro persona actue. Yo misma actuo por los 
demos," intervino Che/di no Jean, otra estudiante de decimo grado. 

Para eliminar el acoso, se requiere que los padres, los educadores y 
la comunidad se mantengan firmes ante las interacciones negativas 
entre compaiieros de escuela. Reconocida coma "comunidad de 
respeto," la ciudad de Miami Beach tiene el compromiso de fomentar 
un ambiente de tolerancia y respeto. 



COMPACT UPDATE 
2013-14 Student Expo 'ROCKS' Many Miami Beach public 

school sludenls and the ir families, along with cily and district 

personnel, participated in the Expo. Attendees watched student 

performances; walked through o student ar l gallery; and learned 

about special programs provided ol schools localed in Miami Beach 

and throughout the city. To learn more, visit miamibeochfl .gov and 

click on the Education lab. 

Mobile Pediatric Clinic Miami Beach Education Compact will be visiting recreational 

facilities to provide comprehensive health care services free-of.charge lo youth in our 

community who do not have medical insurance. The clinic will be open from 8:30 a .m. lo 3 

p.m. To ma ke an appoinlmenl far any of the dotes/limes below, please coll 305.243.6407 

MB Parent Program Toke time lo participate in an array of parent education workshops 
offered in partnership wilh Miami-Dode County Public Schools The Parent Academy. 

Learn more about improving your child's organizational skills and communi ty/curriculum 

connec tions. Join us for on informational workshop and opportunity to enter a drawing 

from 4:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. ol the following facil ities and/ or visil lhe informational booth 

outside open until 6 p.m. 

North Shore Pork & Youth Center I 501 72 Street 
Families Building Better Readers 

Flamingo Park I 11 ST & Jefferson AV IPAL} 
Common Core Curriculum I Cultural Connections 

Scott Rakow Youth Center I 2700 Sheridan Avenue 
Your Child's Amazing Brain 

Seeking International Information Keep your Mio mi Beach public schools in mind 

as you !ravel abroad and help bring the world lo our local students. Bring back brochures, 

maps, menus, etc. Contact your home school for more details. To learn more, visit 

miamibeachfl.gov and click on the Education lab. 

PAQUETE DE EDUCACION AL DiA 
Exposicion estudiantil 2013-14: un evento GENIAL 

Numerosos estudiantes de las escuelas pUblicas de Miami Beach, 

osi coma familiares de alum nosy personal del distrito y la ciudad, 

participaron en la Exposici6n. las asistentes presenciaron espect6culos 

de los estudianles, recorrieron una galeria de arte estudiantili y 

aprendieron sabre progromos especiales ofrecidos en las escuelos 

ubicodos en Miami Beach y en toda la ciudod. Paro m6s informoci6n, 

visite el sitio miamibeachfl.gov y hag a clic en la pestana Education. 

Clinica pediatrica movil En apoyo al Paquele Educalivo de la Ciudad de Miami Beach, 

la clinica pedi6trica m6vil de lo Universidad de Miami eslar6 visitanda centres de recreaci6n 

para brindar servicios in tegrates de salud gratuilos a chicos de nuestro comunidad que no 

cuenlan con un seguro medico. Lo cHnica abrir6 de 8:30 o.m. o 3:00 p.m. Para pedir uno 

cila pore cualquiera de las fechas abajo indicodas, Ila me al 305.243.6407 

Programa de padres de MB Tome tiempa para porticipar en uno variedod de tolleres 

de orientoci6n para padres de fami lia ofrecidos en colaboraci6n con la Academia de 

Padres de Alumnos de las Escuela s Publicas de l Condodo de Miami-Dode. Descubra c6mo 

mejoror las habilidades de orgoniza ci6n de su hijo y las conexio nes que es toblece entre 

comunidod y programa de estudios. Acomp60enos en un taller informative y porticipe 

en el sorteo que se llevar6 a cabo de 4:45 p.m . a 5 :1 5 p.m. en las instalaciones abaio 

indicadas, o visite el puesto exterior de informoci6n, abierto haste las 6:00 p.m. 

North Shore Park & Youth Center I 501 72 Slreel 
Families Building Better Readers 

Flamingo Pork I 11 ST & Jefferson AV IPAL} 
Common Core Curriculum I Cul tural Connections 

Scott Rakow Youth Center I 2700 Sheridan Avenue 
Your Child's Amazing Brain 

En busca de informaciOn sobre el mundo Cuando viaje al exterior, ocuerdese 

de las escuelas pUblicos de M iami Beachy ayUdenos a acercar el mundo a nuestros 

es tudiantes. Troiga folletos, ma pas, cartos de restourantes, etc. Comunfquese con lo 

escuela de su zono para m6s detalles . Para m6s informaci6n, visite el sitio miomibeachfl. 

gov y hago clic en la pestana Education. 

in a SAFE & HEALTHY 
way by choosing and 
committing ta 

Watching the game today is a great American pastime. Unfortunately, instead of enjoying the game with fami~ and friends, 
too many Americans right here, in South Florida, consume ENORMOUS AMOUNTS OF ALCOHOL. 
The result is Hosp~al Emergency Rooms overflow with people who are dangerous~ drunk or their victims. 
Children watch their parents become drunk. Domestic ~olence reports sky rocket. Traffic crashes and fatal~ies occur. 
Vicious and often deadly fights break out. The list is endless ... Please drink RESPONSIBLY. 

This message is brought to you by the Miami Beach Coalition for a Safe, 

Healthy & Drug-Free Community 
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For more information 
visit us at WWW. miamibeachcoalition. org 

or WWW. f acebook.com/MiamiBeachCoalition 


