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City Commission Meeting 
City Hall, Commission Chambers, 3rd Floor, 1700 Convention Center Drive 
November 23, 2015 
 
Mayor Philip Levine  
Commissioner Michael Grieco 
Commissioner Joy Malakoff 
Commissioner Micky Steinberg 
Commissioner Deede Weithorn  
Commissioner Jonah Wolfson 
 
City Manager Jimmy L. Morales 
City Attorney Raul J. Aguila 
City Clerk Rafael E. Granado 
 
Visit us at www.miamibeachfl.gov for agendas and video streaming of City Commission Meetings. 
 

ATTENTION ALL LOBBYISTS 
 
Chapter 2, Article VII, Division 3 of the City Code of Miami Beach, entitled "Lobbyists," requires the 
registration of all lobbyists with the City Clerk prior to engaging in any lobbying activity with the 
City Commission, any City Board or Committee, or any personnel as defined in the subject Code 
sections. Copies of the City Code sections on lobbyists laws are available in the Office of the City 
Clerk. Questions regarding the provisions of the Code should be directed to the Office of the City 
Attorney. 
 
 
To request this material in alternate format, sign language interpreter (five-day notice required), information 
on access for persons with disabilities, and/or any accommodation to review any document or participate in 
any City-sponsored proceedings, call 305.604.2489 and select 1 for English or 2 for Spanish, then option 6; 
TTY users may call via 711 (Florida Relay Service). 
 
In order to ensure adequate public consideration, if necessary, the Mayor and City Commission may move 
any agenda item to an alternate meeting date. In addition, the Mayor and City Commission may, at their 
discretion, adjourn the Commission Meeting without reaching all agenda items.  
 
Meeting called to order at 9:05:10 a.m.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Police Chief Daniel Oates. 
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Presentations 
 

9:10:19 a.m. 
PA1 Recognition Of Commissioners Jonah Wolfson (Group IV), Edward L. Tobin (Group V), And Deede 

Weithorn (Group VI), For Their Service To The City Of Miami Beach.  
 
 Clerk’s Note: Commissioner Tobin was not present. 

 
ACTION: See links below. 
 
Mayor Levine wished outgoing Commissioners the best, and thanked them for their services to the 
City and in helping the City move forward. 
 
Group IV, Commissioner Deede Weithorn: 
 

 Video presented and comments made by Commissioner Weithorn.  
 
Click the above link to watch. 
 
Group IV, Commissioner Jonah Wolfson: 
Video presented and comments by Commissioner Wolfson. 
 
Click the above link to watch. 
 
 
Rafael E. Granado, City Clerk, thanked Commissioners Weithorn, Wolfson and Tobin for the 
opportunity they gave him, and stated that it a pleasure to work with them. 
 
City Manager Jimmy L. Morales also thanked the outgoing Commissioners for their assistance 
during budget issues and bargaining negotiations, and stated that they will be missed. 
 
City Attorney Raul J. Aguila added that it has been an honor and an adventure working with this 
City Commission.  City Attorney Aguila added that it has been a great opportunity for him to work 
with the exiting Commissioners. City Attorney thanked them for everything they taught him. 
 
Commissioner Steinberg stated that it has been interesting serving with them; she has learned 
something from all exiting Commissioners.  Commissioner Steinberg added that it has been an 
incredible experience, and thanked them for their service. 
 
Commissioner Malakoff stated that it has been wonderful serving and learning from them. 
 
Commissioner Grieco thanked both Commissioners Weithorn and Wolfson, and stated that for him 
this has been an educational experience.  Commissioner Grieco thanked them for being there for 
him during his campaign. 
 
Group V, Commissioner Edward L. Tobin (Group V): 
 
Video was presented. Commissioner Tobin was absent. 
 
Click the above link to watch. 
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Commissioner Weithorn thanked “Ed” for always having her back. 
 
Mayor Levine called for a recess, until 11:00 a.m.  

 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

 
R7 - Resolutions 

 
 
9:06:19 a.m. 
R7A A Resolution Adopting The Certificate Of The Results Of The November 17, 2015 Run-Off Election 

For The City Of Miami Beach, And Declaring Candidates Elected. 
(Office of the City Attorney) 

 
ACTION: Resolution 2015-29199 adopted. Motion made by Commissioner Malakoff; seconded by 
Commissioner Grieco; Voice vote: 5-0; Absent: Commissioner Wolfson. Office of the City Clerk to 
handle. 
 

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 
 
Swearing-in ceremony commenced at 11:06:31 a.m. 
 
Welcome remarks by Jimmy L. Morales, City Manager. 
 
Presentation of Colors by Miami Beach Police and Fire Department. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance by Chief Senior Officer Steve Valinsky, VFW Post 3559. 
 
National Anthem sung by Althea Peacock. 
 
Invocation given by Father Roberto Cid, St. Patrick Catholic Church Pastor. 
 
Jimmy L. Morales, City Manager, recognized Miami-Dade County Commissioner Sally Heyman, 
former Mayor Matti Herrera-Bower, former City Commissioners Michael Góngora, Nancy Liebman 
and Jerry Libbin; from Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz’s office Laurie Flynn, from 
Hallandale Beach, Commissioner Keith London; State Representative J.C. Planas, and Jerold 
Blumstein, Administrative Assistant to Dr. Karp, from Miami-Dade School Board. 
 
 

OATHS OF OFFICE 
 
Mayoral Group – Honorable Philip Levine 
The Honorable Judge Rodolfo A. Ruiz administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Levine. 
Click the link to view 
 
Group VI – John Elizabeth Alemán 
Honorable Judge Mindy S. Glazer administered the Oath of Office to Commissioner Alemán. 
Click the link to view 
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Group V – Ricky Arriola 
Honorable Judge Donald Cannava administered the Oath of Office to Commissioner Arriola. 
Click the link to view 
 
Group IV – Kristen Rosen Gonzalez  
Former Commissioner Michael Góngora administered the Oath of Office to Commissioner 
Gonzalez. 
Click the link to view 
 
Benediction given by Rabbi Yitzy Zweig, Talmudic University. 
 
City Manager Morales invited everyone to join them for a reception on the Fourth Floor. 
 

 
12:05:06 p.m. 
R7B A Resolution Electing Commissioner John Elizabeth Alemán, Group VI, As Vice-Mayor For A Term 

Commencing On November 23, 2015 And Terminating On February 29, 2016, Or On Such Date 
When A New Vice-Mayor Is Thereafter Elected. 

(Office of the City Clerk) 
 
ACTION: Resolution 2015-29200 adopted. Motion made by Commissioner Grieco; seconded by 
Commissioner Steinberg; Voice vote: 7-0. Office of the City Clerk to handle. 

 
Handouts and Reference Materials: 
1. LTC 453-2015 RE: Official Results, November 17, 2015 Run Off Election  
2. Oaths of Office signed by Mayor Levine and Commissioners Arriola, Alemán and Gonzalez. 
3. Swearing-in Program 2015. 
 
 

End of Agenda 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:05:41 p.m.  
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