Afteraction November 22, 2006 City of Miami Beach

& MIAMIBEACH

—

Special City Commission Meeting
City Hall, Commission Chambers, 3rd Floor, 1700 Convention Center Drive
November 22, 2006

Mayor David Dermer

Vice-Mayor Simon Cruz Absent
Commissioner Matti Herrera Bower
Commissioner Saul Gross

Commissioner Jerry Libbin

Commissioner Richard L. Steinberg

Commission Group V Seat Vacant

City Manager Jorge Gonzalez
City Attorney Jose Smith
City Clerk Robert E. Parcher

Visit us at www.miamibeachfl.gov for agendas and video "streaming" of City Commission Meetings.

ATTENTION ALL LOBBYISTS
Chapter 2, Article VII, Division 3 of the City Code of Miami Beach entitled "Lobbyists" requires the
registration of all lobbyists with the City Clerk prior to engaging in any lobbying activity with the City
Commission, any City Board or Committee, or any personnel as defined in the subject Code sections.
Copies of the City Code sections on lobbyists laws are available in the City Clerk's Office. Questions
regarding the provisions of the Ordinance should be directed to the Office of the City Attorney.
Meeting called to order at approximately 11:11:26 a.m.
Mayor Dermer welcomed everyone and stated that this is a good day in City of Miami Beach. He
wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving Day and stated that there is lot to be thankful for in the City of
Miami Beach.
Invocation given by Reverend Garth Thompson of the Miami Beach Community Church.

Pledge of Allegiance lead by Fire Chief Jordan.

Times based on the digital recording in the City Clerk’s Office
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Presentations and Awards

11:13:57 a.m.
New Item:
PA1 Introduction Of Chinese And Miami Beach Delegates Who Visited Beijing, And a Medal Of Honor To
Be Presented To Dr. Susan Pattis.
(Requested by Commissioner Libbin)

ACTION: Medal of Honor Presented.

Mayor Dermer stated that Commissioner Libbin and he had the opportunity to travel to China with a
group of people from the City and were able to partake in numerous meetings and cultural
opportunities. He explained that this was an incredible trip that opened doors to many different
opportunities for the City. He stated that Commissioner Libbin deserves the credit for planning the
entire trip as well as helping to organize the Chinese delegation’s visit to Miami Beach.

Commissioner Libbin welcomed everyone and particularly the friends from China who are enjoying the
cool weather. He thanked his fellow Commissioners and the City Administration for supporting this
concept to open up relationships with major cities in China and this year Beijing was selected. He
explained that the idea was to use culture to open the door and eventually business and tourism will
follow. The projection is that by the year 2020, 100 million Chinese tourists will come to the United
States. He stated that the delegation from Miami Beach who visited China consisted of 25 members of
the community. He introduced Dale Castellanos who led his team from the Cultural and Performing
Arts group. He explained that the business persons who went on the trip all came back with some type
of business deal. He asked Diane Downs, CEO of Sofi Executive Systems, to show the photos of the
delegation in China.

Diane Downs, CEO of Sofilogic LLC, gave a slide presentation. She stated that they are proud to
announce their new Asian headquarters in Beijing that will expand the reach of their software products
to four continents. They did some preliminary market research with their executives and they are
receptive to their technology.

Wendy Kallergis, President and CEO of the City of Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce, thanked
Mayor Dermer, Commissioner Libbin and the entire City Commission, and the Chamber of Commerce
Board of Trustees for allowing her the opportunity to take this trip. She hopes this is not her last trip to
China. She explained that Dr. Susan Pattis, CEO and president of China Click2, is going to be the
contact for the members who are interested in doing business in Asia. She stated that Henry Orien
from OBD Consulting is already preparing Olympic packages for their group to go at reasonable prices
and the packages will be distributed through the Chamber of Commerce.

Barbara Bibas Montero, Vice President of Marketing for Safety Pay, stated that she had an amazing
experience; it was an honor to be a member of the delegation. She explained her company is an
internet payment transaction system and this is an excellent opportunity for internet business. She
explained that they have had several meetings; Dr. Pattis, and OBD Consulting representatives will be
helping them to set up bank contacts. They are already planning a trip back. She thanked everyone for
this opportunity.

Commissioner Libbin reported that Dr. Brooke Jacobs and his wife Robin Jacobs requested to meet
with plastic surgeons in Beijing to learn about techniques; they were so impressed that they have
invited Dr. Jacobs to come back and perform surgeries there and also asked him if he could host, in
cooperation with Mt. Sinai Hospital, to have plastic surgeons from Beijing train here.

George Neary, Director of Cultural Tourism at the Greater Miami Convention and Visitor's Bureau,

Prepared by the City Clerk’s Office Page No.2 of 5
M:A$CMB\CITYCLER\AFTERACT\2006\Afteractions\112206\a112206.doc



Afteraction November 22, 2006 City of Miami Beach

thanked Commissioner Libbin and staff. He assisted the group in making plane reservations, visas,
etc. He stated that it was a pleasure for him to go on this trip. He has been working with American
Airlines and they will continue working with the City on trips to Beijing and this will benefit everyone. He
explained that what made this trip especially great for him was re-contacting a former student of his and
being able to have him join the trip. He stated that the Bureau is looking forward to continuing to
partner with the City and they are happy to do anything they can do for this project.

Mayor Dermer thanked George Neary and the Convention Bureau.

Dr. Susan Pattis, CEO and president of China Click2, thanked Mayor Dermer and Commissioner Libbin
on behalf of the China delegation and her associate Henry Orien for their courage and vision in putting
together this wonderful program. She explained that Yan Lin, owner of a restaurant in Beijing, has
already decided to open a restaurant in Miami Beach. In the next six months Mr. Lin will invest $10
million dollar on the first restaurant location, also a warehouse manufacturer and the first model chain
food store in Miami Beach. She can see many merchants wanting to come to Miami Beach; she
promotes Miami Beach everyday.

Commissioner Libbin thanked all the supporters and sponsors for the extreme support. He tips his hat
to the Loews’s Hotel. He requested two or three rooms and they ended up sponsoring the entire
delegation with about 13-15 rooms. He stated that the City’s Medal of Honor is the highest honor the
City has to give and presented it to Dr. Susan Pattis.

REGULAR AGENDA

11:36:43 a.m.

R7A A Resolution Adopting The Certificate Of The Results Of The November 21, 2006 Run-Off Election
For The City Of Miami Beach, Adjourning The Canvassing Board For Said Run-Off Election, And
Declaring Candidate Elected.

(City Attorney’s Office)

Administer the Oath of Office to the Newly Elected Commissioner in Group V.

ACTION: Resolution No. 2006-26384 adopted. Motion made by Commissioner Bower; seconded by
Commissioner Steinberg; Voice-vote: 5-0; Absent: Vice-Mayor Cruz.

Judge David H. Young stated that this is an incredible honor for him because he looks at Michael as
his little brother and also because it is ironic to have the first openly gay Judge in Miami-Dade County
swearing in the first openly gay City of Miami Beach Commissioner. He stated that being the first is
very important and it is also important that Michael understands the magnitude of the office that he is
seeking. He explained that in order to be a good leader, and he knows that Michael will be an
incredible leader, you must govern and lead with courage, strength, conviction but most important with
humility. He quoted what Judge and former Miami Beach Mayor Sy Gelber told him when he was
elected to the bench and that is that when you think that your first name is judge that is when you get
into trouble. He has no doubt that Michael will be an asset to this Commission and to this community
and he is proud to be part of it. He thanked the voters of Miami Beach for making a heck of a great
choice.

The Oath of Office was administered to newly elected Commissioner Michael Géngora.

Commissioner Géngora stated that he feels special to have been able to share his swearing-in
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ceremony with the delegation from China. He thanked all the voters that went out on a cold Tuesday
before Thanksgiving Day to vote. He explained that this election was very emotional and especially
difficult. He thanked his supporters for letting their voices be heard and electing him to the City of
Miami Beach Commission. He stated to all of those who supported his opponents that the campaign
is now over and it is time to work together making our home a better Miami Beach. He stated that he
wants to be a consensus builder on the Commission and looks forward to doing great things with such
a great group of people. He explained that to win a campaign it takes an army of people and he needs
to thank a few of them. He continued to say: “all of you know who you are and each and every one of
you played a vital role on this campaign.” He thanked his parents and asked them to come forward to
stand next to him; his mother, Sandra Page Millard, and his father Alberto Géngora. He also thanked
his step father, Dwight Millard, Randy Hilliard, the Miami Beach Condominium and Homeowners
Alliance and its president, his friend, Joe Fontana, also his friend Frank Pintado, Christine Battles, and
also all the people from the Wire Magazine, Michael Trun and the LGBG Community (the gay
community) for their support. He also thanked Fritz Sheldon and A. Copper Lamb for letting him run a
phone bank from their offices at Luminati Lending, Inc. and the person that ran the phone bank,
Richard Rubin. He also thanked two of his former opponents who worked very hard with him during
the run-off elections, Elsa Urquiza and Laura Leyva; and added that it was a pleasure to campaign
with them. He also thanked Grace Calvani, President of the Miami Beach Latin Chamber of
Commerce. He stated that three groups of people took a lot of heat during his campaign and they
need to be thanked; the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP), and the Hispanic Law Enforcement, the
working men and women of the City the Communications Workers of America (CWA), and the fire
fighters, the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF). He stated wants to improve the quality
of life in Miami Beach. He wants to tackle the important issues that he has been talking about; the
traffic/transportation and parking problems, he wants to continue the work with the Condominium
Reform Task Force and the Miami Beach Condominium and Homeowners Alliance. He wants to work
to find a solution with the State of Florida to solve the biggest and most crippling issue, the windstorm
insurance premiums. He made a pledge to be open, accessible and transparent and he will stand by
that pledge. He will do his best to make everyone proud of him as a Commissioner. He concluded by
saying “Thank you all very much, God Bless America, God Bless Miami Beach and let us have a
Happy Thanksgiving Day.”

Commissioner Steinberg commended Commissioner Géngora on a great race. He stated that the City
is blessed to have him and added that he brings a great background because he really understands
the City. He is honored to have him at the dais.

Commissioner Libbin congratulated Commissioner Géngora for an excellent campaign and a job well
done and he looks forward to working with him.

Motion made by Commissioner Géngora to adjourn the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 11:53:41 a.m.
Handout or Reference Materials:
1. Certification of Election Results acknowledged by Commissioner Bower, Judge Shelley Kravitz and

Robert Parcher, City Clerk.
2. Amended Precinct Report Group Detail dated November 22, 2006.

End of Regular Agenda
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