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COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Mayor Matti Herrera Bower and Members of the City Commission 

Jorge M. Gonzalez, City Managercx-f:; 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

June 1, 2011 U L/ 

REPORT OF THE NEIGHBORHOODS/COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2011. 

A meeting of the Neighborhoods/Community Affairs Committee was held on Thursday, May 5, 2011 at 
3:00pm in the City Manager's Large Conference Room, 4th Floor, City Hall. Commissioners in 
attendance: Mayor Matti Herrera Bower, Commissioners Jerry Libbin, Edward L. Tobin, Deede 
Weithorn, and Michael Gongora. Members from the Administration and the public were also in 
attendance. Please see the attached sign-in sheet. 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 3:30PM 

1. SELECTION OF A CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR THE NEIGHBORHOODS/COMMUNITY 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE FOR A TERM OF ONE YEAR. (5:49PM) 

Commissioner Weithorn made the motion to select Commissioner Tobin as Chairperson with a 
second by Commissioner Libbin. Commissioner Weithorn made the motion to select 
Commissioner Libbin as Vice-Chairperson with a second from Commissioner Tobin. 

ACTION: The Committee unanimously selected Commissioner Tobin as Chairperson and 
Commission Libbin as Vice-Chairperson. 

2. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE SIGNAGE FOR THE ADOPT -A-BEACH PROGRAM. (5:50PM) 

Fred Beckmann, Public Works Director, explained the status of the Adopt-a-Beach program and 
advised that the approval of the signage is needed from this committee. 

Commissioner Weithorn made the motion to approve the signage. Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Tobin. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Tobin, and Weithorn present) moved to 
approve the Adopt-a-Beach signage as presented. 

3. FOLLOW-UP REPORT ON EFFORTS MADE REGARDING EXCESSIVE USE OF SIGN 
ADVERTISING AND AGGRESSIVE SOLICITATION ON LINCOLN ROAD AND OCEAN DRIVE. 
(4:31PM) 

Robert Santos-Aiborna, Acting Code Compliance Division Director, presented the item and 
reviewed the actions taken since this item was referred. 
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Commissioner Gongora stated that he had put this on for discussion; however, it seems that the 
majority of the violations issued were for sidewalk cafe permit violations and not for signage or 
solicitation, which were the main concerns. Now he was getting complaints from those 
businesses that were cited for not renewing their permits and it seems that the City does not have 
a good process for noticing renewals. 

Hilda M. Fernandez, Assistant City Manager, explained that the permits are renewable at the 
same time every year. 

Commissioner Gongora stated that what he is hearing is that the City does not send bills, they are 
expected to pay and now they are getting warnings with late fees. 

Fred Beckmann, Public Works Director, stated that Finance sends a notice every year. 

David Kelsey spoke. 

(Commissioner Tobin arrived at 4:38pm.) 

Commissioner Gongora would like to see the notice that is sent out because he is hearing that the 
City does not send any notice. 

Marlo Courtney spoke. 
Robert Wen nett spoke. 
Graziano Sbroggio spoke. 

ACTION: The Committee made no motion; however, Commissioner Gongora asked to be 
provided a copy of the noticing that is sent out for renewal of sidewalk cafe permits. 

4. DISCUSSION REGARDING AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF MIAMI 
BEACH, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION," BY AMENDING 
ARTICLE Ill, ENTITLED "AGENCIES, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES," BY AMENDING 
DIVISION 2, ENTITLED "DISABILITY ACCESS COMMITTEE," BY AMENDING SEC. 2-31(D) 
TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS FROM SEVEN (7) TO FOURTEEN (14) AND 
AMENDING THE QUORUM REQUIREMENT; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, REPEALER, 
SEVERABILITY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (5:10PM) 

Commissioner Weithorn explained her reason for referring this discussion to this committee. No 
one from the Disability Access Committee was present so the discussion was deferred. 

ACTION: No action; discussion was deferred. 

5. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE MAPPING OF OLD ALTON ROAD ON MIAMI BEACH. 
(3:30PM) 

Fred Beckmann, Public Works Director, explained that this is an administrative process; the City 
will need to go to the County to request that the name be changed. After review by the County 
Land Development Division, the request will go to the Board of County Commissioners for final 
approval. Then the County Clerk sends it to the County Land Development Division for plat 
revision. Once the plat is modified, the name of the street will be changed; however, there is no 
guarantee that any of the online mapping services will change their systems to reflect the new 
name. 
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Commissioner Gongora made the motion to move ahead with this process. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Libbin. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin and Gongora present) moved to proceed with 
the process. (Vote: 2-0) 

6. DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL POLICIES FOR THE NOMINATION/NUMBER OF MEMORIAL 
OR COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUES. (5:50PM) 

Discussion was deferred. 

ACTION: No action; discussion was deferred. 

7. FOLLOW-UP DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE PLACEMENT OF A PLAQUE ON THE JOSE 
MARTI BUST IN HONOR OF MR. LUIS C. HERNANDEZ FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
LOCAL HISPANIC COMMUNITY. (3:34PM) 

Hilda M. Fernandez, Assistant City Manager, explained the steps this item has gone through and 
the steps that will follow if it is approved today, which will include going to the City Commission 
where it would be scheduled for a public hearing. 

Commissioner Gongora made the motion to approve sending this item to the City Commission for 
approval and scheduling of a public hearing. Motion was seconded by Commissioner Weithorn. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Weithorn, and Gongora present) unanimously 
moved to approve sending this item to the City Commission for its approval and scheduling of a 
public hearing. (Vote: 3-0) 

8. DISCUSSION REGARDING LICENSING AND AUTHORIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR 
MOBILE FOOD TRUCKS AND PROPOSAL FOR A CITY SPONSORED FOOD TRUCK 
FESTIVAL (4:45PM) 

Commissioner Gongora explained his interest in this subject and his vision that this would be a 
great opportunity for the North Beach area. 

Commissioner Tobin expressed his interest in seeing this in the North Beach area with some 
provisions established for the local restaurants to also participate, maybe a discounted fee for 
them to highlight their own business. 

Hilda M. Fernandez, Assistant City Manager, explained the research that has been done on this 
subject. The Administration is looking at this as an economic development generator, or as an 
opportunity to drive foot traffic into an area of the City which needs foot traffic. 

Commissioner Libbin suggested going slowly and checking with the local businesses. 

Commissioner Gongora stated that he gets complaints regarding the homeless and he believes 
these events may drive the homeless away. 

David Wallack spoke. 
Robert Wen nett spoke. 
Marlo Courtney spoke. 
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Ms. Fernandez explained this could be tested once or twice via a special event permit. 

Commissioner Libbin suggested · the Administration coordinate a meeting in the North end with 
those businesses in the area. Commissioner Weithorn added that all businesses should be 
included in this meeting, not just restaurants. 

Commissioner Tobin made the motion for Administration to reach out to the business in the area 
bounded by 71 51 Street to 751h Street and from Ocean Terrace to Harding Avenue to discuss a 
pilot program. Motion seconded by Commissioner Weithorn. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Tobin, Weithorn, and Gongora present) moved 
to direct the Administration to reach out to the business in the area bounded by 71 51 Street to 75th 
Street and from Ocean Terrace to Harding Avenue to discuss a pilot program. (Vote: 3-0) 

9. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE IMPACT OF BICYCLES - INCLUDING THE DECO BIKE 
PROGRAM AND THE BIKE MASTER PLAN- AND OTHER VEHICLES, SUCH AS SEGWAYS 
AND SKATEBOARDS, ON PEDESTRIAN PATHS. (4:17PM) 

AND 

DISCUSSION REGARDING REGULATING THE SPEED OF SEGWAYS IN PEDESTRIAN 
AREAS. 

Commissioner Weithorn explained that she has received several complaints on the speed of 
Segways and asked if the City can regulate the speed of motorized and non-motorized vehicles 
such as bicycles. 

Hilda M. Fernandez, Assistant City Manager, suggested one option may be to require those 
businesses licensed to rent Segways in the City be required to have a regulator set to a lower 
setting in order to limit the speed. This is something that can be researched. 

Mayor Bower expressed her concern with the speed and silence of bicycles and their being 
allowed on sidewalks. 

Colby Reese spoke. 

Mayor Bower requested more education on safety and rules of the road be provided. 
Commissioner Libbin suggested utilizing MBTV-77 and MB Magazine to educate the public on 
bicycle safety. Commissioner Weithorn also suggested reaching out to the bicycle shops to 
ensure customers are educated on the requirement of audible signaling by riders. 

Commissioner Libbin suggested sponsoring a bicycle safety and education event for students as 
they will be out of school for the summer very soon. Colby Reese, from Deco Bike stated that he 
would be happy to help with educational materials. 

Commissioner Libbin asked that the Administration investigate the possibility of requiring 
regulators for the speed of the Segways and return to the Neighborhoods/Community Affairs 
Committee. 

Ms. Fernandez added that Segways are regulated by State law which does allow for municipalities 
to implement certain regulations for their use on certain pathways or bicycle paths. Municipalities 
are not allowed to regulate Segway use on sidewalks. The City has been working to have the 
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State law amended to add the wording "or sidewalks" so that at some point in the future, should 
the commission want to look at regulating segways, then sidewalks could be a part of that 
discussion. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Weithorn, and Gongora present) requested 
that the Administration investigate the possibility of requiring regulators for the speed of the 
Segways and return to the Neighborhoods/Community Affairs Committee. 

10. DISCUSSION REGARDNG METHODS OF DISCOURAGING THE SALE OF SMOKELESS 
CANDY FLAVORED TOBACCO PRODUCTS IN THE CITY, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
QUALITY OF EDUCATION COMMITTEE. (4:00PM) 

Mayor Bower introduced the item for discussion. 

Karen Rivo, Chairperson of the City's Quality of Education Committee, spoke of the problem with 
tobacco and introduced the student representatives of Students Working Against Tobacco 
(SWAT) from Fienberg-Fisher K-8 Center. 

The SWAT team made a presentation regarding the advertising of candy flavored tobacco 
products geared towards children. 

Jose Munoz spoke. 

Jose Smith, City Attorney, suggested passing a resolution first and allow him time to research if 
there is any pre-emption by the State as far as banning these products. 

Commissioner Weithorn made the motion to send a resolution to the City Commission for its 
approval and to pursue what further action the City has the authority to impose. Motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Gongora. 

Javier Perez spoke. 
Sophia Murielle spoke. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Weithorn, and Gongora present) unanimously 
moved to send a resolution to the City Commission for its approval and to pursue what further 
action the City has the authority to impose. (Vote: 3-0) 

11. DISCUSSION REGARDING IMPROVING THE APPEARANCE OF WASHINGTON AVENUE 
BETWEEN 7TH AND 16TH STREETS. (3:36PM) 

Robert Santos-Aiborna, Acting Code Compliance Division Director, reviewed the information 
provided in the agenda. 

Commissioner Libbin expressed his concern with the 28% compliance rate. Hilda M. Fernandez, 
Assistant City Manager, explained the process once violations are issued and the extensions that 
may be granted as well as the noticing and Special Master process. 

Commissioner Weithorn clarified that these numbers do not simply represent that 72% have not 
complied, but rather that of the 72%, some have not complied and some that are in various stages 
of extensions, noticing, or Special Master. She suggested that next time a more detailed report 
would be helpful. 
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Commissioner Gongora expressed his concern that this area has been ignored until a 
Commissioner referred it. He stated that this area needs to be patrolled on a proactive basis 
more frequently and closely, and not wait for a Commissioner referral for Code Compliance to 
take action. He suggested that it might be best for this Committee to track this on a quarterly 
basis for some amount of time to ensure that things are being followed up on Washington 
Avenue. 

Commissioner Weithorn suggested receiving a regular report on these types of statistics to either 
this committee or via Letter to Commission (LTC) to monitor actions not only in this neighborhood 
but the others in the City. 

Commissioner Libbin asked for a report as to the compliance status of the cases in the current 
report as some have compliance deadlines just prior to the Commission meeting. 

There was some discussion regarding the timeframe for scheduling of cases for Special Master. 

David Kelsey spoke. 

Police Chief Carlos Noriega spoke on the activities that his staff, along with Homeless Outreach 
staff, has been implementing regarding the homeless issues on Washington Avenue. 
Commissioner Gongora asked that as staffing will allow, the Police Department add foot patrols to 
Washington Avenue. 

(Mayor Bower arrived at 3:50pm.) 

Commissioner Libbin expressed his frustration with the City's limitations as it relates to the 
Pottinger decision. 

Mayor Bower asked if a higher standard or penalty can be applied to panhandlers that are not 
homeless than to those that are. Jose Smith, City Attorney stated that he will research that 
possibility. 

Marlo Courtney spoke. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Weithorn, and Gongora present) made no 
motion. 

12. DISCUSSION REGARDING A RESOLUTION OPPOSING CULTURAL EXCHANGES 
BETWEEN CUBA AND THE UNITED STATES. (5:12PM) 

Mayor Bower explained that this item was changed from just Cuba to include any and all countries 
that are deemed by the State Department to be sponsors of terrorism, including Iran, Iraq, North 
Korea, and Cuba. 

Jose Smith, City Attorney, explained the resolution in the package. 

Jeff Borg, representing the Greater Miami Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union spoke. 

Manning Salazar, also from the Greater Miami Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union 
spoke. 

Beth Boone, of the Miami Light Project, spoke. 
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Cesar Castillo spoke. 
Ernesto Castellanos spoke. 
Frank Cardenza spoke. 

After a lengthy discussion both in favor and against this issue, Commissioner Weithorn stated that 
she believes this is a policy decision and that it is unfair that the three (3) members of this 
Committee make this decision. She recommended that this Committee either send this to the full 
City Commission or do nothing at all. 

Commissioner Weithorn made the motion to move this discussion to the full City Commission. 
Motion was seconded by Commissioner Tobin. 

Commissioner Tobin requested more information on cultural exchanges before this discussion 
goes to the City Commission. 

Commissioner Libbin spoke on his desire for a "true" artist exchange. 

Commissioner Libbin asked Commissioner Tobin if he would like to revisit the policy that the City 
has with China. Commissioner Tobin said that he would be happy to reconsider. Commissioner 
Gongora suggested putting the issue on a future agenda. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Tobin, Weithorn, and Gongora present) moved 
to bring this discussion to the full City Commission and to put the discussion of the City's policy on 
China on a future agenda. (Vote: 3-0) 

13. DISCUSSION REGARDING ALTOS DEL MAR SCULPTURE PARK'S (ADMSP) REQUEST FOR 
AN EXTENSION OF TIME OF ADMSP'S DEADLINE TO OBTAIN A BUILDING PERMIT FROM 
MAY 13,2011 TO FEBRUARY 13, 2012. (4:10PM) 

Max Sklar, Cultural Affairs and Tourism Development Director, presented the item. 

Commissioner Libbin clarified that this is a request for an extension of the building permit deadline 
and not an extension of the anticipated completion date. · 

Marlene Saile explained that her husband has been working very hard to raise the needed funds. 
Isaac Jaroslawicz spoke. 

Commissioner Gongora made the motion to move this extension approval forward. 

Commissioner Weithorn asked to be provided a report on proof of funding at the September 14, 
2011 Commission meeting. 

Commissioner Gongora amended his motion to be to recommend approval to amend the contract 
to grant the extension of the building permit benchmark to March 31, 2012 as well as a 
requirement of the benchmark for proof of funds to cover the architectural fee by the September 
14, 2011 Commission meeting. Motion seconded by Commissioner Gongora. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Weithorn, and Gongora present) unanimously 
moved to recommend approval to amend the contract to grant the extension of the building permit 
benchmark to March 31, 2012 as well as a requirement of the benchmark for proof of funds to 
cover the architectural fee by the September 14, 2011 Commission meeting. (Vote: 3-0) 
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14. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE STATUS OF SUNRISE PLAZA. (5:51PM) 

Commissioner Tobin made a motion that the Administration go forward with permitting and getting 
it done and true-up the money afterwards. Motion seconded by Commissioner Libbin. 
Commissioner Weithorn stated that she thinks the motion goes too far. She has no problem in 
advancing money to start the project, but that is it. 

After some discussion, CommissionerWeithorn made the motion to authorize advancement of the 
funds for "permitting only" for this project and to return to the Neighborhoods/Community Affairs 
Committee in two (2) months with a status report. 

ACTION: The Committee (Commissioners Libbin, Tobin, and Weithorn present) moved to 
authorize advancement of the funds for "permitting only" for this project and to return to the 
Neighborhoods/Community Affairs Committee in two (2) months with a status report. (Vote: 3-0) 

15. DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE FLAMINGO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD BECOMING 
FLORIDA'S MOST PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD. (3:32 PM) 

Discussion was deferred. 

ACTION: No action; discussion was deferred. 

16. QUARTERLY CRIME STATISTICS. (4:30PM) 

Discussion was deferred. 

ACTION: No action; discussion was deferred. 

THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 5:58PM. 

Note: The remaining meetings of the Neighborhoods/Community Affairs Committee for 2011 are: 

June 3, 2011 (Friday) 
July 7, 2011 (Thursday) 
August (No Meeting Scheduled) 
September 1, 2011 (Thursday) 
October 6, 2011 (Thursday) 
November 1 0, 20 11 (Thursday) 
December 8, 2011 (Thursday) 

JM~~/BH/rfm 
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