
 

 
TO:    Members of the Sustainability Committee 
 David Doebler, Chair – Appointed by Commissioner Micky Steinberg 
 Steve Vincenti – Appointed by Commissioner Michael Grieco 
 Nancy Bernstein – Appointed by Mayor Philip Levine 
 Michael De Filippi – Appointed by Commissioner Ricky Arriola 
 Cheryl Jacobs – Appointed by Commissioner Joy Malakoff 
 Richard Conlin – Appointed by Commissioner Kristen Rosen-Gonzalez 
 Scott Diffenderfer – Appointed by Commissioner John Elizabeth Aleman 
  
DATE:  March 29, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  MINUTES OF THE SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE MEETING OF FEBRUARY 23, 

2016  
 
The attendees were as follows: Dave Doebler, Nancy Bernstein, Michael De Filippi, Cheryl 
Jacobs, Richard Conlin and Scott Diffenderfer. 
 
Absentees: Steve Vincenti  
 
City Staff: Margarita Wells, Environmental Resources Manager; Flavia Tonioli, Sustainability 
Manager; George Castello, Code Compliance Manager; Yanira Pineda, Sustainability 
Coordinator; and Christine Rogers, Emergency Management Specialist.  
 

1. Minutes 
a. Motion to approve the February 23, 2016 meeting minutes made by Ms. Cheryl 

Jacobs, seconded by Mr. Michael De Filippi.  
 

2. SRC 
a. Update of the February 17, 2016 Sustainability and Resiliency Committee (SRC) 

meeting provided by Mr. Dave Doebler. 
 

3. Sustainability Committee Work Plan 
 

a. Resiliency and Sustainability  
i. Miami Beach Engine Idling Law proposed ordinance. Dr. Morris 

Sunshine explained the Miami Beach Engine Idling Law proposed 
ordinance and asked for the Committee’s support to bring the ordinance 
to the Sustainability and Resiliency Committee. MOTION made by 
Cheryl Jacobs, seconded by Nancy Bernstein, to support and refer the 
Miami Beach Engine Idling Law proposed ordinance to the Sustainability 
and Resiliency Committee, with the following edits: 

1) Remove from the ‘Exempted Vehicles’ section: (4) taxis 
and (6) county and city buses; and   

2) Include in the ‘Exempted Vehicles’ section ‘buses 
temporarily loading or unloading passengers or bags’. 

ii. Update on the polystyrene ban. Mr. George Castello provided an update 
for the polystyrene coolers’ violations. As of January 2016, there had 
been a total of 77 violations for polystyrene coolers. Out of the 77 
violations, two of the locations did not comply within 24 hours and 
received fees. Shortly after, the two locations were in compliance.   
 
 
 

http://www.miamibeachfl.gov/


b. Solid Waste Management 
i. Discussion on the stormwater collection systems and its potential 

environmental impacts- Dr. Bruce Mowry, City Engineer. Item deferred to 
the next Sustainability Committee meeting.  

 
c. Review 2016 Agenda 

i. Topics. Several topics were brought into discussion for the 2016 agenda.  
ii. Ms. Bernstein explained her interest in discussing leaf blower usage in 

the City; this is an item that will be brought to the Sustainability and 
Resiliency Committee on March 30, 2016. Ms. Bernstein also expressed 
her interest in the City’s infrastructure updates and the planning for 
elevated streets. Mr. Doebler replied that those are topics primarily 
discussed at the Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Flooding and Sea Level 
Rise. Ms. Bernstein also mentioned her interest in Poinciana Park to 
which Mr. De Filippi responded that this was an item discussed at the 
Parks Committee. Ms. Jacobs stated that she would like to see a focus 
on recycling and waste management operations. ACTION: Mr. De Filippi 
requested that staff invite the City’s waste haulers to the Sustainability 
Committee to discuss solid waste and recycling operations. He explained 
the importance of increasing trash bins in order to reduce trash and 
improve the City’s cleanliness. ACTION: Mr. De Filippi also requested 
that Al Zamora, Sanitation Director, be invited to the next meeting to 
discuss a potential increase in the number of recycling and trash bins. 
Mr. Diffenderfer added his interest in discussing the recycling of 
electronics and pharmaceutical waste. Mr. Conlin, Mr. De Filippi and Mr. 
Doebler pointed out that it is imperative that the committee receive 
frequent updates on the pump stations and on their potential 
environmental impacts. The Committee discussed having a science 
citizenship program for water quality testing which would include non-
profit organizations and schools. Mr. De Filippi explained the importance 
of reducing plastic bottles within City’s operations. Ms. Doebler added 
that there is a need to retrofit the current water fountains to be suitable 
for water bottles. He added that it is also important to discuss the 
uncovered Styrofoam docks and their potential environmental impact. He 
suggested drafting a potential ordinance that would ban Styrofoam docks 
and require mitigation of the environmental impacts associated to their 
use while there is a phase-out process for special events. Ms. Doebler 
informed the group of the City of Los Angeles’ Total Maximum Daily 
Loads (TMDLs) program, and how the Committee should look into 
implementing a similar TMDL program. This program involves having the 
City come up with a voluntary maximum allowance for plastic trash and 
debris in the waterways.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. De Filipe for the Sustainability Committee to go 
paperless, Ms. Jacobs seconded. 
 
 

4. Next Meeting 
a. March 29, 2016. 


