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recinto el 28 de septiembre
debido a la mejora de las
condiciones de COVID”,
agregó.

El nuevo modelo de
clases híbridas permitirá
que los estudiantes tomen
una combinación de clases
presenciales y virtuales.

El regreso a clases en
MDC se produce en mo-
mentos cuando la reapertu-
ra de universidades en
Estados Unidos ha provo-
cado un aumento de 3,000
nuevos casos de COVID-19
por día, según un nuevo
estudio.

Esto ha causado reticen-
cia a la reanudación de
clases presenciales tanto
en las filas estudiantiles de
MDC como en las docen-
tes.

“Lo que estamos hacien-

do al traer a la gente de
regreso al campus aumenta
innecesariamente el riesgo
de exposición”, dijo Eliza-
beth Ramsay, presidenta
de United Faculty of Miami
Dade College, según reco-
ge el Canal Local 10.

“Podríamos estar sir-
viendo como un lugar don-
de los vectores salen a la
comunidad y propagan la
enfermedad porque mu-
chos de nuestros estudian-
tes trabajan en entornos de
atención médica”, dijo la
docente.

MDC se encuentra en
una encrucijada financiera
debido a la pandemia y la
reanudación de clases es
vital para la institución,
dijeron sus líderes.

The Reporter informó que
las inscripciones cayeron

14 por ciento en el semes-
tre de otoño, en compara-
ción con el mismo periodo
del año pasado. Eso podría

traducirse en una pérdida
de $19.6 millones para
MDC, de acuerdo con la
publicación estudiantil.

VIENE DE LA 3A

MDC

CORTESÍA MDC.

MIAMI DADE College comienza las clases presenciales el 28
de septiembre y ofrece una variedad de cursos para
quienes están desempleados o desean entrenarse en
trabajos en demanda. 

Atención Médica (AHCA)
confirmó que se agregó
una nueva columna a su
tablero que incluye las
hospitalizaciones a nivel
estatal y condal. Según
esos datos, a nivel estatal
el sábado había 2,100
personas hospitalizadas
“con diagnóstico primario
de COVID”.

Hace una semana, eran
2,266 los pacientes con
COVID-19 en los hospita-
les del estado.

Las pruebas, como las
hospitalizaciones, tam-
bién ayudan a los funcio-
narios a determinar el
progreso del virus y jue-
gan un papel importante
en decidir si es seguro
aflojar las restricciones.

El número recomenda-
do de pruebas diarias

necesarias varía según los
expertos, pero el decano
de la Facultad de Medici-
na de la Universidad del
Sur de Florida le indicó al
gobernador que Florida
debe evaluar a unas
33,000 personas todos los
días.

El Departamento de
Salud estatal reportó
29,021 nuevas pruebas de
COVID-19 en la actualiza-
ción del sábado, mucho
menos que las 79,780
pruebas reportadas el
sábado pasado.

En total, el estado ha
testeado a 5,242,163 per-
sonas desde el comienzo
de la pandemia. 

Lautaro Grinspan:
@laugrinspan
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CASOS
recogiendo los frutos. El
video Adicto a tu piel, con
Ley Jay y el propio Kand-
ycam, logró 500 mil dow-
nloads en Spotify en apenas
dos semanas. Todo gracias
al alcance de nuestras
plataformas”, destacó
Cortés, luego de aclarar
que el estudio “asume los
gastos de producción y
comercialización de los
videos sin cobrarle nada a
los cantantes noveles”. En
cuanto a los retos que en-
frenta dijo que el mayor de
ellos es que los talentos
encuentren una respuesta
positiva entre el público. 

Cortés, de 53 años, inició
su carrera en Cuba a la
edad de ocho años con un
pequeño papel en la pelícu-
la Los sobrevivientes, de
Tomás Gutiérrez Alea.
Tras graduarse del Institu-
to Superior del Arte de La
Habana, incursionó en
varias telenovelas y pro-
ducciones musicales con su
banda BM Expreso. Tras
un breve paso por Televisa,

en el 2006, el actor se
estableció en Miami, don-
de integró los elencos de
los estelares de América
Tevé La cosa nostra, Casa-
dos y algo más, y La flor de
Hialeah. Sin contar la serie
Sobre mis pasos, la serie de
Mega TV con la que ganó
tres premios Emmy. 

Su faceta como produc-

tor de programas le permi-
tió descubrir el entramado
de la industria musical de
Miami. “Aunque en Miami
sobra el talento muchos de
ellos se pierden por la falta
de recursos y oportunida-
des. Con nuestra gestión,
nos hemos propuesto dar-
les el impulso que necesi-
tan”, aseveró Cortés, que

el próximo 1 de octubre
inaugurará la emisora
satelital Chachita Latina
Radio 154 (Sirius XM). 

Detalles en 305-456-
8359 o visite www.cachitau-
niversalstudios.com

Arturo Arias-Polo:
305-376-2116,
@arturoariaspolo

VIENE DE LA 3A

CORTÉS

CORTESÍA Cachita Universal Studios

LOS CANTANTES de música urbana Ley Jay y Kandyman figuran entre los intérpretes que
contaron con el apoyo de Tony Cortés en el video Adicto a tu piel.
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and other entertainment
venues.

Gov. Ron DeSantis on
Friday announced the
state’s transition to Phase 3
and overruled all local rules
and fines enacted by locally
elected governments for
protections put in place for
the coronavirus pandemic.
Local governments can
have local rules with justifi-
cation.

School Board chair Perla
Tabares Hantman said she
believed Corcoran’s letter
was connected to the gov-
ernor’s Phase 3 announce-
ment. 

“It’s just very strange to
me and I think it took
everyone by surprise,”
Hantman said. “I’m very
much in favor of opening
schools but when it’s safe.”

Spokeswoman Daisy
Gonzalez-Diego wrote in an
emailed statement that the
district is carefully review-
ing Corcoran’s letter. She
said a special School Board
meeting is being planned
for early next week, likely
Tuesday. The school dis-
trict must set and advertise
the meeting 48 hours in
advance. Monday is also
Yom Kippur.

“The District was pre-
pared to launch Stage II of
our reopening plan, under
the adjusted timeline prof-
fered and unanimously
approved by the School
Board last week,” Gon-
zalez-Diego wrote. Howev-
er, M-DCPS will not be
announcing return dates
until all implications and
concerns outlined in the
recently received communi-
cation have been assessed
and direction from the
Board has been received.”

The School Board
unanimously voted to delay
the district’s timeline of
reopening schools to ensure
schools and its workforce
were prepared and safe.

In a statement, a Miami-
Dade school district
spokeswoman wrote Friday
that Miami-Dade is waiting
for guidance from the state
as schools are not ad-
dressed in the state’s “Safe,
Smart, Step-by-Step Plan

for Recovery.” In that plan,
education is listed as “on-
going considerations.”

Corcoran wrote that the
district’s plan goes against
the state’s emergency
order to provide face-to-
face instruction five days a
week to parents who pre-
ferred that for their chil-
dren. South Florida school
districts like Miami-Dade,
Broward and Palm Beach
were allowed to begin their
school year virtually.

Corcoran said Miami-
Dade’s delay is extremely
difficult for students with
special needs and students
experiencing violence,
abuse and food insecurity
in their homes who may
also suffer from achieve-
ment gaps.

At the Sept. 11 press
conference announcing
South Florida’s entry into
Phase II, DeSantis only
praised Miami-Dade
County Public Schools
when asked about its disas-
trous debut of virtual
school. Just days before,
dozens of teachers and
parents of special needs
students spoke for hours
during the School Board’s
public comment hearing
that they struggled with the
school district’s platform
made by K12, a for-profit
technology company.

Yet DeSantis made his
case in July for opening
schools because students,
including those with
disabilities, could fall
behind.

Corcoran said if the
Miami-Dade school district
determined some schools
must stay closed, then it
needs to submit an amend-
ed plan proving the follow-
ing criteria for each school
seeking an exemption by
Friday:

The student capacity; the
number of students re-
questing in-person in-
struction; the number of
students who can receive
in-person instruction at a
school, including the
layout of the school’s facil-
ities and specific determi-
nations of classroom ca-
pacities; the number of

students unable to be off-
ered in-person instruction;
an explanation of how the
district is ensuring priority
for in-person instruction of
the most vulnerable stu-
dents; a total explanation
of why a school cannot
open at all.

The letter encourages
school districts to work
with employees to deter-
mine who are “willing and
able to provide in-person
instruction on day one” as
well as which teachers are
best suited to support stu-
dents learning remotely.

“Again, this is not a dis-
trict-wide decision, but
rather a school-by-school,
grade-by-grade and class-
room-by-classroom analy-
sis,” Corcoran wrote.

Corcoran’s letter says
Miami-Dade’s delayed
reopening “far exceeds” the
time needed by Palm Beach
County to reopen schools.
Palm Beach schools re-
opened Monday with
two-thirds of students and
one out of 12 teachers
staying home. The Sun
Sentinel reported that three
students and four teachers
were confirmed with
COVID-19 in first week of
school in Palm Beach. There
is no indication of any out-
breaks as all seven cases are
at different schools.

The letter makes no men-
tion of Broward County,
which will vote Oct. 6
whether to open schools
also on Oct. 14. Hantman
said she heard the school

boards of Broward and
Hillsborough counties also
received similar letters. The
Miami Herald reached out
to Broward Schools but had
not received a response
Saturday evening.

Corcoran’s letter con-
cluded by sternly laying out
three options: Miami-Dade
could follow its approved
plan, submit an amended
plan for approval or with-
draw its current plan and
“proceed under the existing
statutory framework.”

Back in July, 51% of par-
ents declared that they
wanted to keep their chil-

dren at home for online
learning. That figure has
shifted, as Carvalho re-
cently said that 51% of
students wished to return
to the schoolhouse. 

According to a July
memo sent to the board,
51% of English language
learners, 54% of students
with disabilities and 54%
of students who qualify for
free or reduced price lunch
opted for online learning.

At the last School Board
meeting, Carvalho warned
that the School Board’s
delayed timeline to open
schools could become an
issue with the state. Vice
Chair Steve Gallon pointed
out that K12 was also a part
of that submitted plan but
is no longer used to edu-
cate Miami-Dade students
without any objection from
the state. The School Board
previously voted
unanimously to sever all
ties with K12.

The Miami Herald has
requested a school-by-
school breakdown of stu-
dents requesting in-person
learning versus online
education.

Colleen Wright:
305-376-3003,
@Colleen_Wright

FROM PAGE 19A

SCHOOLS

EMILY MICHOT

Gov. Ron DeSantis on Sept. 11 announces Miami-Dade and Broward would move to Phase
2. DeSantis was accompanied by Lt. Gov. Jeanette Nuñez, Miami-Dade County Mayor
Carlos Gimenez, left, and Miami-Dade Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho, right.
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An investigation of tow-
ing practices in Miami
Beach found the only two
companies operating in the
city overcharged custom-
ers.

An audit overseen by the
city’s Office of the In-
spector General reviewed
public tows during 2017
and 2018, concluding that
Beach Towing and Tre-
mont Towing charged
inflated fees for services in
violation of their towing
permits.

The IG report, released
Thursday nearly two years
after the city initiated the
review, recommends that
the city exert “stronger
oversight” over the towing
companies by updating
permits requiring that tow
companies photograph
impounded cars to support
corresponding fees and
authorizing more tow com-

panies to operate in the
city, making it easier to
terminate or suspend one
company’s permit without
reducing service citywide.

“The current public tow
structure is not functioning
as well as it should, as tow
customers’ rights are not
being adequately enforced
and it appears that there
may be overcharging by
the tow companies for
some services,” the report
states.

Among the report’s find-
ings: 

A The tow companies
overcharged some custom-
ers by using heavy-duty
tow trucks on relatively
lighter vehicles when
cheaper options would
have sufficed.

A They charged custom-
ers in the audit sample a
fee for entering the vehicle
when no employee was
observed entering the
vehicle.

A The companies
charged flatbed service

fees despite not using a
flatbed truck to initiate the
tow. 

“Although the data ob-
tained from its sample
results was not extrapolat-
ed to draw conclusions on
a larger scale to the pop-
ulation, the outcomes from
the audit process stated in
this report suggest that the
tow companies need stron-

ger oversight,” the report
states.

The investigation was
divided into three reports,
one for each of the towing
companies and a third
turning the mirror on the
city itself. The audit found
that the Parking Depart-
ment and Miami Beach
Police under-billed the
towing companies to the

tune of $24,822, and were
“unaware” that both tow-
ing companies lacked re-
quired insurance coverage.
The companies, which tow
cars at the request of the
city and pay monthly fees
per car towed, have since
been billed for the missing
tows.

Beach Towing, which is
singled out in the report for
its “unsatisfactory per-
formance,” was found to
have charged the $40
flatbed fee 650% more
frequently than Tremont
and, on average, charged
customers $268 per tow
compared to $242 for Tre-
mont, according to the
report.

Beach Towing attorney
Ralph Andrade, who took
issue with the report’s
findings, said the flatbed
service fees were necessary
due to the location of the
company’s impound lot,
which is in an area with
raised streets. The compa-
ny notified the city in 2016
that the raising of Bay
Road and Dade Boulevard
would make the use of
flatbeds more frequent,
according to an email ob-
tained by the Miami Her-
ald.

Andrade said the report-
ed irregularities were “bill-
ing errors totaling less than

$5,000,” or 0.15% of the
company’s total revenue
during the two-year audit
period.

“The IG presents no
evidence whatsoever that
any alleged ‘overcharge’
was the result of anything
other than inadvertent
human error, and Beach
Towing does not concede
the alleged fractional er-
ror,” Andrade said. “The
math does not lie. This is a
great day for Beach Tow-
ing! The IG should next
undertake an audit of the
enormous cost of this mis-
guided investigation to the
Miami Beach taxpayers.”

A representative for
Tremont Towing did not
respond to a request for
comment.

The Miami Beach ad-
ministration requested a
towing audit in November
2018, but the City Com-
mission voted in June 2019
to terminate the review
and authorize a private
firm to conduct the audit.
Inspector General Joseph
Centorino, who was ap-
pointed to the recently
created office last Novem-
ber, oversaw the comple-
tion of the work. 

Martin Vassolo:
305-376-2071,
martindvassolo

MIAMI BEACH

Miami Beach IG report finds tow
companies overcharged people

BY MARTIN VASSOLO

mvassolo@miamiherald.com

PATRICK FARRELL pfarrell@miamiherald.com

The impound lot for Beach Towing, one of two tow
companies that operate in Miami Beach.

reservations at
www.chabadofkendall.org.

A Temple Emanu-El,
1701 Washington Ave. in
Miami Beach, will be open
for members who reserve in
advance, says Rabbi Marc
Philippe. “Masks will have
to be worn at all times.
Families will sit together
but must be 10 feet apart
from other people. Rest-
rooms will be disinfected
after each use.” Services
will also be livestreamed on
the temple’s site and on its
Facebook page if worship-
ers are more comfortable
staying at home. For more
information, visit
www.tesobe.org for log-on
details or call the temple at
305-538-2503.

A Temple Beth Sholom
of Miami Beach will live-
stream its services — in-
cluding Kol Nidre and Yom
Kippur — on its platform
and via Facebook Live.
Information:
www.tbsmb.org/hhdtbs.
Says Rabbi Gayle Pom-
erantz: “We have re-imag-
ined the High Holy Days to
touch people’s lives through
music, prayer, inspirational
words and virtual gather-
ings to uplift and heal us in
these unprecedented times.
Our services will reflect the
unique faces and voices of
Temple Beth Sholom in
song and in prayer.”

A Bet Shira Congrega-
tion hosts High Holy Days
@ Bet Shira virtual services

free and open to the com-
munity with reservations at
www.betshira.org. “We
believe in the year of CO-
VID, when so many are
hurting in so many ways,
that it is wrong to deprive
High Holy Day services to
anyone — especially if they
cannot financially afford
it,” said Bet Shira’s Rabbi
Benjamin Herman in a
statement.

A Temple Israel of
Greater Miami hosts High
Holy Days services virtually
via Zoom. Visit
www.templeisrael.net for
details.

A Aventura Turnberry
Jewish Center hosts a
High Holy Days Drive-In
experience on a 40-foot
screen at Dezerland Park,
14401 NE 19th Ave., North
Miami. Ne’ilah Yom Kippur
Night will be at 6 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 28. These

experiences are included
with members’ paid annual
commitment, but the cen-
ter suggests a $50 donation
per car and registration is
required. Non-members
can sign up for $180 at
www.atjc.org/event/
drive-in. Information on
Aventura’s livestreamed
services at
www.atjchome.org/high-
holy-days-online-services.

A Alper Jewish Com-
munity Center will hold a
(Scape) Goat Yoga session,
which will include a dis-
cussion of the ancient ritual
on Sunday Sept. 27. There
will be three sessions: fam-
ily at 9 a.m.; teens at 10
a.m. and adults at 11 a.m.
The cost is $22 per person.
Registration is required. To
register visit
bit.ly/scapegoatyoga.

A Temple Sinai of
North Dade will live-

stream almost all of its
services. For the past
month, the synagogue has
offered live, digital serv-
ices, some prerecorded
services and opportunities
to be together in the sanc-
tuary. Kol Nidre will be at
8 p.m. Sunday Sept. 27.
Services will begin at 9:30
a.m. Monday Sept. 28 with
a family service. For more
information on the sya-
nogue’s services for Rosh
Hashana and Yom Kippur,
visit
https://www.tsnd.org/hhd.

A Base Miami is offering
a holiday companion to
help navigate the High
Holy Days. The 22-page
guide is full of readings,
questions to ponder, and
even offers holiday recipes.

A Temple Judea in
Coral Gables will offer
livestream services for
Yom Kippur, some of

which will be available to
the public. A virtual Yom
Kippur Yizkor Service will
be available to everyone at
5 p.m. Monday Sept. 28.
For more information visit
https://www.judeaga-
bles.org/hhd2020. 

A Dor Chadesh, 9560
SW 107th Ave., Yom Kip-
pur services are available
on Zoom for free for mem-
bers. It will be streamed
live on the synagogue’s
Facebook page. For more
information, visit
www.highholi-
days2020.org.

A Temple Beth Or’s
Reimagined High Holy
Days Journey will feature
Yom Kippur services, and
other programming, via
Zoom. Visit
bethormiami.com/high-
holidays for information on
registering and the various
events.

FROM PAGE 19A

YOM KIPPUR
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In hopes of restoring
strained relations between
law enforcement and the
public, Miami police and
its civilian oversight panel
have agreed to voluntary
mediation for officers re-
ceiving non-criminal com-
plaints like discourtesy or
bias profiling. 

Consider it mediation
light.

Unlike regular media-
tion, which can often result
in stiff penalties, suspen-
sions or other discipline,
these talks are likely to
result in a written agree-
ment — perhaps even a
handshake or hug between
cops and the people who
file complaints against
them. The goal, according
to the agreement an-
nounced on Thursday
outside City Hall, is for the
parties to listen to each
other and understand what
led to the complaint.

“It strikes a balance
between protecting our
officers and also protecting
the public,” Miami Mayor
Francis Suarez said. “We
want to create friendships
and non-adversarial dis-
putes.”

Because the goal is com-
munication over punish-
ment, the rules of evidence
in legal mediation will not
apply. The proceedings
also will be voluntary,
confidential, and a resolu-

tion isn’t even required. 
Under a program called

Community Police Media-
tion Program, the parties
can bring whatever in-
formation they feel is
relevant to the meeting.
And the three parties —
the officer, the person who
filed the complaint, and
the mediator — will work
together to try to deter-
mine a resolution every-
one is happy with. 

Fraternal Order of Po-
lice President Tommy
Reyes said the plan actual-
ly predates the social un-
rest that has rocked the
country since George
Floyd’s death by about a
year. Reyes said he was
approached by Assistant
CIP Director Rodney Ja-
cobs in early 2019 with the
plan, which closely models
one that has worked well
in New Orleans for the
past five years. Civilian
Investigative Panel 

“It’s a good idea,” said
Reyes. “It will help the
community understand us
and us to understand them
a little better.”

The goal of the new
mediation process is two-
fold: the hope that it will
bring police and the com-
munity closer together,
and also lessen the work-
load of the police oversight
group and the police de-
partment’s internal affairs
investigators. Both spend
hundreds of hours a year
investigating dozens of
minor complaints that will

now instead be passed
along to trained mediators. 

Miami will be the first
city in Florida to install the
mediation process and one
of the first in the country.
The expectation is that the
Civilian Investigative Pa-
nel will hire about six
mediators at first and that
50 or more cases will be
dealt with a year. Media-
tors will be trained by the
oversight board and police
and will be paid a stipend
for each case. The CIP and
Internal Affairs will deter-
mine which cases will be
chosen.

There’s also a major
carrot stick for any officers
who may initially be wary
of sitting opposite some-
one who files a complaint
about conduct: Agreeing to
mediation guarantees that
the case won’t be investi-
gated by Internal Affairs. 

“By signing the agree-
ment, the complaint will
be dropped,” said Reyes. 

Assistant Miami Police
Chief Cherise Gause said
the surveillance video-
captured case of University
of Miami Dr. Armen
Henderson being taken
into custody by a Miami
police sergeant at the doc-
tor’s home would have
been the ideal incident to
highlight the new program.

Said Assistant Police
Chief Ron Papier: “At the
end of the day, most peo-
ple who file a complaint
just want to have their
voice heard.” 

Charles Rabin:
305-376-3672,
@chuckrabin

MIAMI POLICE

Miami adopts new program
for complaints against cops

For non-criminal complaints against officers, a new
program would allow cops and citizens to discuss
incidents with the help of a mediator. 

BY CHARLES RABIN

crabin@miamiherald.com
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How do you make sure a
cheetah is feeling OK?

The first step: Immobilize
it.

Last week, Zoo Miami’s
8-year-old cheetah named
Koda had his annual well-
ness exam as part of the
zoo’s Animal Health De-
partment’s preventative
medicine program.

Zoo spokesman Ron
Magill shared video of the
Sept. 9 exam, which in-
cluded blood tests, X-rays
and a dental cleaning. 

“Because wild animals
instinctively hide symptoms
of being ill or injured so as
not to expose themselves to
predation or aggression,
regular wellness exams play
an important role in being
able to diagnose any poten-
tial problems before they
become too serious,” Magill
said in a news release. “Be-
ing able to detect any prob-
lems at an early stage plays
an important role in the
success of any treatment,
which is why these types of
exams are a fundamental
part of the zoo’s overall

preventative medicine
program.”

The 110-pound cat that
once served as the “Wild-
life Prognosticator,” for the

2015 Ford EcoBoost 400
(he was fired after selec-
ting the wrong car as the
winner), appeared to be in
good health and was re-

united with his brother,
Diesel.

Carli Teproff:
305-376-3587, @cteproff

WELLNESS EXAM

Zoo Miami cheetah named
Koda gets his annual physical 

BY CARLI TEPROFF

cteproff@miamiherald.com

Ron Magill/Zoo Miami

Zoo Miami cheetah named Koda gets his annual exam on Sept. 9, 2020.

A generator should pro-
vide power when basic
electricity isn’t available,
not provide fire unexpect-
edly. That’s why MWE
Investments on Wednes-
day recalled about 7,500
Westinghouse Dual Fuel

Portable Generators.
The problem, as stated in

the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission recall
notice: “The recalled
portable generators can
leak fuel, posing a fire and
burn hazard.”

And the leaks have hap-
pened 26 times, according
to the notice.

This recall covers West-

inghouse WGen5300DFv
Dual Fuel Portable Gener-
ators, sold by Sam’s Club at
brick-and-mortar stores
and online; and Westin-
ghouse iGen4500DF Dual
Fuel Inverter Portable Gen-
erators, sold online by

Amazon, Home Depot,
Lowe’s and others. The
serial numbers begin with
04511A1019; 04511A1219;
or 5311A1219. They were
sold from January through
May.

MWE is offering to
repair the generators,
although a refund’s prob-
ably on the table if you
press for it. To schedule a
repair, contact MWE via
email at info@wpowe-
req.com or by phone at
855-944-4796, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Eastern time.

David J. Neal:
305-376-3559,
@DavidJNeal

PRODUCT RECALL

Portable generators
recalled for possible
fire, burn hazards

BY DAVID J. NEAL

dneal@miamiherald.com

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Westinghouse
WGen5300DFv Dual Fuel
Portable Generator 
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• Implant Therapy • Porcelain Crowns and Bridges
• Cosmetic Bonding • Cosmetic Dentures

• Over Dentures • Extractions • Root Canal Therapy
• Partial with Clear Invisible Clasp • Soft Based Dentures

• Cosmetic Bleaching • ZOOM Whitening

• Repairs & Relines While You Wait
• 24-Hour Emergency Dentures Available

• Cleanings • Exam • State of the Art Digital X-ray

Fred Gelfand. Dental Tech

A U.S. Coast Guard crew
stopped five Cuban
migrants at sea off the
Florida Keys last Saturday
afternoon.

The people were on
board a small, partially
submerged, six-foot “rus-
tic” boat, the Coast Guard
said. The vessel was float-
ing about 30 miles south of
the Middle Keys city of
Marathon.

A 33-foot patrol boat
launched from Coast
Guard Station Marathon
to pick them up after
someone reported their
location to the agency’s
station in Key West.

All five were trans-
ferred to the Cutter
William Trump, which
took them back to Cuba,
according to the Coast
Guard.

David Goodhue:
305-923-9728,
@DavidGoodhue

U.S. COAST GUARD

A U.S. Coast Guard crew stopped five Cuban migrants at
sea off the Florida Keys Saturday afternoon.

U.S. COAST GUARD

Five Cuban
migrants stopped at
sea off Florida Keys

The U.S. Coast Guard stopped five people from Cuba
who were on a small boat trying to enter the country
illegally, the agency said. They were sent back to the
island nation. 

BY DAVID GOODHUE

dgoodhue@flkeysnews.com
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Even once a vaccine is
administered, it will take
two doses three to four
weeks apart, so even a
rushed process wouldn’t be
completed for many to get
vaccinated by Election
Day, Nov. 3.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
indicated last week it
wants states to be ready to
go in October. Last week, it
sent out a letter asking
governors to fast-track
permits and licenses for
new distribution sites, and
requested states submit
proposals by Oct. 1.

Florida is one of five
jurisdictions — California,
North Dakota, Minnesota
and the city of Philadelphia
are the others — selected
by a CDC working group to
create pilot distribution
programs intended to serve
as models across the coun-
try.

The group, which began
meeting weekly in August,
discussed allocation strate-
gies, weighed how to pri-
oritize who gets a vaccine
first and reviewed data
from the initial clinical trial
phases of the leading vac-
cine candidates.

But while the state may
be preparing for a vaccine,
the White House’s chief
vaccine adviser on Thurs-
day cast doubt about the
prospect that the vaccine
could be ready by the end
of October. 

“There is a very, very
low chance that the trials
that are running as we
speak could read before
the end of October, ex-
tremely unlikely but not
impossible,” Moncef
Slaoui, the chief scientific
adviser of the Trump ad-
ministration’s coronavirus
vaccine and treatment
initiative, said in an
interview with National
Public Radio. 

He said that if a vaccine
emerges, “the right thing
to do” is to be prepared.

If and when a vaccine is
ready for distribution in
Florida, hurdles remain,
not the least of which is
whether the public will
trust a vaccine whose fast
development, named Op-
eration Warp Speed by the
president, is strategically
being timed to coincide
with the election and tar-
geting Florida.

NOVEMBER SURPRISE?

“I want to hope that our
state is not putting people’s
lives in danger as it pre-
pares to be that model
state and that this is hap-
pening because they be-
lieve people will be helped
and lives will be saved,”
said state Rep. Shevrin
Jones, a Broward County
Democrat and one of four
legislators who has been
diagnosed with COVID-19.

Florida is a logical choice
to be on the front end of
vaccine distribution “be-
cause it’s [the president’s]
home state and the gover-
nor is working with the
president trying to do
what’s best for Florida,”
said state Sen. Joe Gruters,
a Sarasota Republican who
is chairman of the Repub-
lican Party of Florida. 

Gruters denied Florida
was selected because it is a
pivotal swing state deemed
essential for President
Donald Trump to win re-
election and said the vac-
cine plan “is not a Nov. 1
surprise.”

“This pandemic tran-
scends politics,” he said. “I
don’t know if it will have
massive political implica-
tions because people al-
ready know it’s coming.”

He hopes Trump “will
get the credit he deserves
for pushing Operation
Warp Speed as fast as hu-
manly possible” and pre-
dicted that the vaccine will
ultimately “have a bigger
impact on the economy
than it does on politics.”

But uncertainty over the
timing of a potential CO-
VID-19 vaccine on Thurs-
day had investors squeam-
ish, as the Dow dropped
807 points as stocks posted
their worst day since June.

At a news conference in

Daytona Beach on
Wednesday, Gov. Ron
DeSantis tamped down
expectations about a vac-
cine, and laid the responsi-
bility for its distribution on
the federal government. 

“I wouldn’t want people
to think that in two more
months, you know, every-
thing is going to be gone,”
the governor said, suggest-
ing that the flu vaccine is
only 50% effective among
the senior population com-
pared to other populations,
“so just people should have
tempered expectations.”

(The governor did not
cite research related to the
flu vaccine, but recent data
from the National
Institutes of Health refutes
that claim.)

DeSantis added that he
doesn’t know how many
vaccines “will end up being
produced,” but he signaled
that the burden of produc-
ing a successful vaccine
now falls on the drug com-
panies.

“I know they basically
paid all these companies
already so that they could
just go ahead and roll with
it as the trials are going,”
he said. 

MANAGING

EXPECTATIONS

How the federal govern-
ment handles the messa-
ging about a vaccine is
going to be crucial to man-
aging public expectations,
public health experts said. 

Peter Pitts, president of
the Center for Medicine in
the Public Interest and a
former FDA associate com-
missioner for external
relations, said one of the
biggest challenges states
will face when distributing
a new vaccine is public
skepticism.

“Having a vaccine that
nobody uses is a public
health failure,” he said,
adding that time is running
out for public health offi-
cials to get out a persuasive
message.

Americans already are
skeptical. A poll released
Monday by Harris and
STAT found that 78% of
Americans believe that the
COVID-19 vaccine process
is being driven more by
politics than science.

But when it comes to
trust in the president, the
public breaks down along
partisan lines. Although
only 46% of the public
trust the president or the
White House to provide
accurate information about
the development of a CO-
VID-19 vaccine, 71% of
Republicans believe Trump
compared to only 28% of
Democrats.

There is more trust in
the FDA than the presi-
dent: 68% say they are
confident that the FDA will
only endorse a vaccine that
is safe.

Gruters, who is one of
the president’s most vocal
cheerleaders in Florida,
said he expects most of the
public will trust a vaccine. 

“There is a lot of distrust
in government overall, but
the FDA and its policies
and science transcends
politics,” he said. “If they
say it’s ready and if they
are getting results in these
trials, then I’m confident.”

In a presidential election
year, Pitts said, the pan-
demic and the govern-
ment’s response have be-
come “hyper-politicized.” 

“If you don’t believe the
messenger, you’re not
going to believe the mes-
sage,” he said.

The president and the
FDA didn’t help engender
trust when the head of the
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration grossly misstated
claims about the lifesaving
power of a plasma therapy
for COVID-19 authorized
by his agency on the eve of
the Republican National
Convention, then quietly
tried to correct it and
demoted the official in
charge of the botched
rollout.

Barry Bloom, an immu-
nologist and research pro-
fessor with Harvard T.H.
Chan School of Public
Health, said the FDA’s
track record of question-
able emergency use ap-
provals during the pan-
demic is worrisome.

He noted that in addition

to the the FDA’s emergen-
cy approval of convales-
cent plasma, it also gave
emergency approval for
hydroxychloroquine as a
COVID-19 therapy in April,
only to revoke the autho-
rization in June. The agen-
cy also allowed dozens of
coronavirus antibody tests
on the market without
review, only to later find
that many of the tests were
not accurate.

“That is worrisome be-
cause in the case of vac-
cines, the pressure will be
far greater,” Bloom said
during a conference call
with reporters on Aug. 25. 

“I would hope the lead-
ership of the FDA would
stand firm on the scientific
basis. Otherwise, the trust
in the whole scientific
enterprise becomes com-
promised. And there are a
lot of people in the anti-
vaccine world that are
looking forward to precise-
ly that.”

LOGISTICAL HURDLES

The government also has
to manage the logistics of
distributing a vaccine on a
mass scale. 

Only two of six vaccine
candidates that have the
backing of the federal
government — those being
produced by Moderna and
Pfizer — are in active Phase
III clinical trials, and they
require extremely cold
shipment and storage con-
ditions.

Sen. Gayle Harrell, chair
of the state Senate Health
Policy Committee, invited
representatives from phar-
maceutical companies a
month ago to conduct a
briefing session for fellow
Republican lawmakers
about the status of vac-
cines. She said that be-
cause of the need for sup-
er-cold conditions there
are a limited number of
facilities in Florida that can
store it.

She said that once a
vaccine is thawed, it must
be used within a day or
two. That leaves research
hospitals and research labs
as the most likely locations
to handle the product.

“You have to really think
this thing through to set up
a mass distribution,” Har-
rell said. 

“The healthcare logistics
aren’t being discussed,
which is a huge issue, not
the least of which is cold
storage,” Pitts said. “It’s
not as though a big box of
pills arrives and you put
them on a shelf. Vaccines
require special care. They
have to be shipped in dif-
ferent ways and have to be
stored in different ways.
The question is: Is our
healthcare infrastructure

prepared for that?”

WHO GETS 

VACCINATED FIRST?

After logistics, the state
must decide who will be
eligible for the first round
of limited supplies of a
vaccine. 

The governor said this
week that “if there is a safe
and effective vaccine, I
think that the most vul-
nerable population should
have priority.” He de-
scribed that as people who
are 65 and older and those
with underlying health
conditions that increase
their risk.

Operation Warp Speed
officials have suggested
that the state should expect
the elderly — including
those homebound, in nurs-
ing homes and in senior
living facilities — as well as
healthcare workers, front-
line essential workers,
national security workers
and communities of color
to be among the priority
groups for the first vaccine
doses. 

Bloom, the Harvard
immunologist, said the
limited availability of vac-
cines in the beginning
stages will create pressure
“for every group, every
pressure group, every orga-
nized group and lots of
influential individuals to
try to get access to that
vaccine.”

But Harrell, the state
senator, said “not everyone
will want to get vaccinat-
ed,” especially in the early
months of the vaccine.

Critical to the public
messaging is that everyone
should be allowed to eval-
uate their own risk, she
said. Unlike using experi-
mental therapy for treat-
ment of COVID-19, a vac-
cine involves giving a dose
of the virus to healthy
people, she said. “It has to
be a voluntary thing, and if
you don’t want to do it, you
can’t be forced to do it.”

Jones, the Broward legis-
lator, said that many in the
Black community are going
to be reluctant to get vacci-
nated given the state’s

historical failure to provide
healthcare access to it. 

“Is the state coming to
us because they want
everyone to be safe or are
they coming to the Black
community because they
want them to be your lab
rats?” he said. “That’s the
message that is out there
on social media. They need
to educate the community
first.”

He said he doesn’t see
any effort to educate the
public now, however, and
that could lead to in-
creased distrust. 

“If the governor’s office
knows this is coming in
October, the smart thing
would be to launch a cam-
paign to show this is about
to happen,” Jones said. “In
Florida, we get a lot of
things wrong and we are
the laughingstock on a lot
of things. We need to get
this right.”

Mary Ellen Klas can be
reached at
meklas@miamiherald.com
and @MaryEllenKlas
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Barbara Corral, a nurse practitioner, and Jose Fernando Henriquez, a research assistant, are seen in an exam room as they
conduct a COVID-19 vaccination study on a patient at Research Centers of America on Aug. 7 in Hollywood.

AFTER LOGISTICS,
THE STATE MUST
DECIDE WHO WILL
BE ELIGIBLE FOR
THE FIRST ROUND
OF LIMITED
SUPPLIES OF A
VACCINE. 


