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When her sister died,
Kashifa adopted her neph-
ew K’wasi and treated him
as if she had birthed him.

The Zoo Miami lioness,
who had four cubs of her
own, often gave him spe-
cial attention and kept
him out of harms way.

The 11-year-old, who
staff members considered
the matriarch of the ex-
hibit, was humanely euth-
anized Monday after suf-
fering a spinal injury. 

“She was one of the best
big cat mothers I have
ever seen,” Magill said.
“This is very hard.”

On March 4th, the vet-
erinary team noticed that
Kashifa lost the use of her
hind legs.

Kashifa was put under
anesthesia and examined,
but the team couldn’t
“find an obvious cause for

her paraplegia,” Magill
said.

An MRI was performed
and it found that Kashifa
had sustained a spinal
cord injury. Magill noted
there is really no way to
determine what caused it.

The lioness remained in
intensive care until Mon-
day.

“After a great deal of
consultation and dedicat-
ed efforts to provide Kash-
ifa with every possible
path to recovery, it was
determined that she had
sustained a non-recover-
able injury and the pain-
fully difficult decision was
made to euthanize her
today,” Magill added.

Born at the Bronx Zoo
in 2010, Kashifa had four
cubs in 2014. One of her
cubs, Amirah, still lives at
the zoo. The others went
to different zoos. She took
care of her nephew K’wa-
si, who is now living at
Lion Country Safari and
has cubs of his own.

“Zoo Miami feels privi-
leged to have been the
home to this majestic cat
and to have seen her cubs
grow into beautiful adults
themselves,” he said.
“They will be her legacy.”

Carli Teproff:
305-376-3587, @cteproff

Ron Magill/Zoo Miami

Kashifa pictured with her cubs in 2014.

KASHIFA

Lioness at Zoo Miami who saved her
nephew’s life by adopting him dies at age 11

BY CARLI TEPROFF

cteproff@miamiherald.com

Ron Magill/Zoo Miami

Kashifa with her cub
Amirah in 2014.



20NE .........................................................................................................NEIGHBORS SUNDAY MARCH 21 2021



SUNDAY MARCH 14 2021 NEIGHBORS................................................................................................... 17NE

Just ask any fanatic (and
there are many in Miami):
Orchids make everything
better.

Good thing Fairchild
Tropical Botanic Garden is
about to embark on 10 days
devoted to orchids, from
teaching you more about
them to selling you new
blooms to beautify your
yard and home.

Fairchild’s “Orchids in
Bloom” event started Fri-
day and runs for 10 days,
with more than 10,000
orchids to see (and plenty
to buy and bring home,
too). 

Thousands of orchids
have been planted on trees
and palms throughout the
Tropical Orchid Rainforest,

award-winning hybrids and
popular varieties alike.

The garden is also host-
ing special lectures and
workshops for ambitious
gardeners who want to
learn more about nurturing
the plants. 

There are also a few
special evening events (the
garden usually closes at 4
p.m.):

5-7:30 p.m. March 17:
Garden stays open for

“Wanderful Evenings,”
with live music and refresh-
ments at Glasshouse Cafe;

5-7:30 p.m. March 18:
“Dog Bazaar: Spring Edi-
tion.” Bring your dog for
the garden’s first dog walk
in the park of 2021;

Remember masks are
still required at the garden,
even when you’re outdoors.

‘ORCHIDS IN BLOOM’

Where: Fairchild Trop-
ical Botanic Garden, 10901
Old Cutler Rd., Coral Ga-
bles

When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
through March 21

Tickets: $24.95 adults;
$11.95 kids 6 and older;
free for members; masks
required

Connie Ogle:
305-376-3649,
@OgleConnie

Feed your blooming mania at Fairchild
Tropical Garden’s giant orchid event

BY CONNIE OGLE

cogle@miamiherald.com

Which variety of orchid will
you bring home?
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