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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 24, 2025 
 
Miami Beach Fire Department Supports Nicklaus Children’s Hospital 

on Annual Beach Day for Children with Special Needs 
— The annual VACC Camp Beach Day returns to Miami Beach on Tuesday, March 25 — 

 
Miami Beach, FL – The Miami Beach Fire Department will join Nicklaus Children’s Hospital on 
Tuesday, March 25 in presenting the 39th annual Dr. Moises Simpser Ventilation Assisted 
Children’s Center Camp (VACC Camp) at Nikki Beach starting at 10 a.m.   
 
This heartwarming event provides a special beach experience for children and their families 
who rely on oxygen, tracheostomies and/or ventilators. Participants from around the country 
can swim, play games and connect with others in a supportive and inclusive environment. 
 
As part of the event, Miami Beach firefighters will set up wheelchair-accessible paths along the 
sand to ensure that the children can safely reach the water. Special waterproof wheelchairs will 
also be available to allow the children to experience the ocean comfortably, while handheld 
ventilators will be used by participants who rely on respiratory support to breathe freely in the 
water. Medical personnel and volunteers from Nicklaus Children’s Hospital will also be on-site 
to assist with any medical needs. 
 
“Our firefighters are happy to volunteer each year, helping create special moments for the 
children and their families,” said Miami Beach Fire Chief Digna Abello. “Their smiles remind 
us why we serve, and we’re proud to be part of Nicklaus Children’s Hospital’s VACC Camp 
Beach Day.” 
 
Founded in 1986 by Dr. Simpser, VACC Camp became the first weeklong camp in the country 
designed for ventilation-assisted children and their families. Over a span of nearly four 
decades, the camp has welcomed more than 250 families from the United States and beyond 
with unforgettable experiences and a strong sense of community. The annual beach day 
remains a highlight of the camp, offering families a chance to relax, bond and make lasting 
memories. 
 
WHAT: VACC Camp Beach Day 
WHEN: Tuesday, March 25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
WHERE: Behind Nikki Beach, 1 Ocean Drive 
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To request this material in alternate format, sign language interpreter (five-day notice required), information on access for persons with 
disabilities, and/or any accommodation to review any document or participate in any city-sponsored proceedings, call 305.604.2ADA 

(2232) and select 1 for English or 2 for Spanish, then option 6; TTY users may call via 711 (Florida Relay Service). 
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