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Greater Miami and the Beaches Selected for Resilience  

Accelerator Workshop  
— Miami Beach’s West Avenue Project to Partake in the Accelerator — 

 
Miami Beach, FL – At the forefront of climate change adaption and mitigation, the City 
of Miami Beach has attracted expert attention from the Rockefeller Foundation’s 100 
Resilient Cities, Urban Land Institute (ULI), Harvard University and more – all who have 
been proactive in helping to shape the City’s resiliency strategy.  
 
Now, the City’s innovative approach is catching the eye of another leading group – the 
100 Resilient Cities and Columbia University’s Center for Resilient Cities and 
Landscape’s Resiliency Accelerator. Funded by a $3.7 million grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation, the intensive three-day design driven workshop happening this week brings 
multi-disciplinary experts and key stakeholders from the Ivy League research university 
to assess and advance a project’s strategy and design.  
 
“I believe the West Avenue Neighborhood Project is a great choice for the Resiliency 
Accelerator as it’s one of the lowest-lying areas in our City that demands focus,” 
expressed Mayor Dan Gelber. “I look forward to collaborating with this group to keep the 
project moving forward, while integrating a more holistic, interdisciplinary approach to 
grey and green infrastructure.” 
 
Columbia University is charged with working with the West Avenue neighborhood, Miami 
Beach City Commission and municipal staff to build consensus on the design and 
identify creative opportunities to help the community better adapt to climate change.   
 
The City of Miami, Miami-Dade County, City of West Palm Beach and Palm Beach 
County also have projects as part of the Resilience Accelerator — building upon 
Resilient Greater Miami and the Beaches partnership and the Southeast Florida 
Regional Climate Change Compact. 
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