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MIAMI HEAT GO BACK-TO-SCHOOL EVENT
Alonzo Mourning joined school board member Dr. Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall and Miami-Dade Schools
Superintendent Alberto M. Carvalho on Wednesday at Jesse J. McCrary Jr. Elementary School, 514 NW 77th St., for the
Heat Go Back-to-School event. The Heat teamed with Miami-Dade County Public Schools, with the support of Florida
Blue, Microsoft, JBL and Publix Supermarkets, to distribute distance-learning essentials to school children.

PEDRO PORTAL pportal@herald.com

Angely Santana, 10, who attends Riverside Elementary
School in East Little Havana, reacts after being greeted by
Burnie, the Miami Heat mascot, at Jesse J. McCrary, Jr.
Elementary School in Miami on Wednesday at a drive-thru
Heat Go Back-to-School event.

PEDRO PORTAL pportal@herald.com

Nick Noel, in the driver’s seat, looks on as Wilky Martil
reacts after receiving a computer tablet at his school, Jesse
J. McCrary, Jr. Elementary in Miami, Wednesday during a
drive-thru Heat to Go Back to School event to receive
school supplies for distance learning.
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U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Pier 1’s Scary Black Cherry and Death by Chocolate
Halloween candles have been recalled due to fire risks.

BURN HAZARDS

Pier 1 recalls
three-wick candles
after people,
property burn
BY DAVID J. NEAL

dneal@miamiherald.com

Halloween candles should fill the room with a seasonal scent, not cause damage to persons and property.
That’s why Pier 1 Imports recalled 30,810 three-wick
Halloween candles in Scary Black Cherry and Death by
Chocolate scents.
The problem, as stated by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission recall notice: “The candle’s
high flames can ignite the surface of the wax, posing
fire and burn hazards.”
Pier 1 knows about this happening seven times, “including one incident resulting in a minor burn injury
and one report of minor property damage.”
This covers the aforementioned scents, SKU No.
4122285 or 4122298 (found on the bottom label). Normally, you’d be instructed to return the candles to the
store of purchase. But Pier 1 Imports is in bankruptcy
so consumers are being asked to cut the wicks, toss the
candles out and eat the cost.
But if you want to return the candles, go to the store
locator spot on the Pier 1 website and find brick-andmortar stores still open. For questions, call the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission hotline 800638-2772.

David J. Neal: 305-376-3559, @DavidJNeal
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Body found near
Miami Shores,
Miami-Dade police say
BY DEVOUN CETOUTE

dcetoute@miamiherald.com

Police are investigating a
body found near Miami
Shores early Tuesday afternoon.
Around 2:32 p.m., police
received a call of a body
floating in the water near
96th Street and Biscayne
Boulevard, Miami-Dade
police said.
Police have not released
additional information on
who the person was or how
the person ended up in the
water.

FOR
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
VISIT US AT:
www.miamiherald.com/service

For home delivery,

CALL

1-800
THE
HERALD

Local 10 reported Miami
Shores said no foul play is
suspected.
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BEST AND WORST

COVID-19: Survey ranks states’
social distancing. FL is 17th
BY HOWARD COHEN

hcohen@miamiherald.com

Top Data, a market research company, wanted to
find out which states are
doing the best at social
distancing.
So, in early August, researchers conducted a
survey.
In Florida, we are like
that old Carpenters’ song,
“(They Long to Be) Close
to You.” Our state ranked
17th in people reducing
their social interactions.
But Top Data thinks “former hot spot zones like New
York, California, Arizona,
Texas and Florida are now
adhering to social distancing regulations.”
California — which has
574,411 cases and 10,468
deaths as of Wednesday,
according to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (the highest
number of cases in the
U.S.) — came out No. 1
best.
Nevada and Illinois were
also adhering well enough
to social distancing guidelines.
But parts of the South
and Great Plains are relaxing too much and getting
too close. At the bottom of
the state’s chart: South
Dakota, Alabama and
North Dakota.
Hawaii and Alaska were
not included in the survey.
HOW FLORIDA FITS
INTO THE SURVEY
Florida is once again
spiking with new
COVID-19 cases after a

CARL JUSTE cjuste@miamiherald.com

Worshipers attend the 8:15 a.m. Mass wearing masks and practicing social distancing as
the Archdiocese of Miami resumed celebration of Masses on Tuesday, May 26, 2020, at
the Cathedral of Saint Mary in Miami.

few days of declining numbers. Florida’s known confirmed cases are 550,901
and a death toll of 8,765, as
of Wednesday, the Florida
Department of Health
reports.
To figure all of this social
distancing behavior out,
Top Data analyzed cellphone location data to see
how close we are getting to
one another and the
amount of time per interaction was five minutes or
more.
The survey did not take
into account whether we
were wearing masks or face
shields while we engaged
in social intercourse.
That No. 17 ranking for
the Sunshine State actually
is better than we figured
given the number of people
we see flouting rules for the
wearing of masks and not

limiting group interactions,
like underground house
parties, which led Miami
Beach to toughen curfews.
The Top Data survey was
taken before this week’s
steady bump upward. At
the beginning of August,
people in Florida were
interacting with an average
of 5.31 other people each
day, according to the survey. “That is just 47.6% of
the normal or pre-COVID
level of interactions people
were engaging in — 11.16 —
during the same time in
2019.”
THE U.S. SOCIAL
DISTANCING MAP
In the Top Data map, the
states were measured on
their percentage of “normalcy.” The standard of
normalcy was based on the
average number of interac-

tions in 2019.
“The states with low
levels of human interactions in comparison to their
normal amount of interactions are in green, while
their counterparts are in
red,” the survey said.
THE FIVE BEST SOCIAL
DISTANCERS
1. California
2. Nevada
3. Illinois
4. Arizona
5. Washington
THE FIVE WORST
SOCIAL DISTANCERS
48. South Dakota
47. Alabama
46. North Dakota
45. Nebraska
44. Mississippi

Howard Cohen:
@HowardCohen
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CRIME

Key West police arrest
errant COVID-19 patient
BY GWEN FILOSA

gfilosa@flkeysnews.com

Key West police said
they caught a man on his
way home with cocaine
that he planned to cook
into crack on a portable
stove inside a downtown
bedroom.
But that’s not what
alarmed officers as they
were arresting Tadarius
Hassan Crawford, 37, early
Wednesday morning in the
1100 block of Olivia Street
in Old Town.
Crawford told police he
had tested positive COVID-19 — after officers
said he yelled at them “in
close proximity.”
Crawford wasn’t wearing
a mask at the time, according to the arrest report.
Key West has a strict
mask ordinance that
requires people to wear
them in public, even outdoors, whether or not they
can social distance.
So that meant one more
charge, violating emergency management rules,
which is a misdemeanor, to
a list of drug-related charges Crawford now faces.
“Crawford is positive for
COVID-19 and has ignored
the mandate issued by the
governor during a pandemic,” officers wrote.
Crawford was arrested
on charges of manufacturing cocaine and MDMA
and resisting arrest.
On Wednesday afternoon, Crawford was still
locked up at the Stock
Island Detention Center
without bond.
Crawford is listed as
having a Homestead address, but police said he
had a crack cocaine-mak-

ing setup
inside a
bedroom on
the Key
West block.
Beakers,
baking soda,
Chore Boy
Tadarius
scrubber,
Hassan
plastic bags
Crawford
and crack
pipes were in the room
along with the stove, police
said.
“It appeared Crawford
was on his way back to
cook crack cocaine,” the
arrest report states.
The building’s owner
told police Crawford was
not living there but had
showed up earlier that day
and was inside a front
bedroom.
Crawford had caught a
police officer’s eye at about
12:30 a.m. Wednesday
because he had failed to
show up in court on a warrant accusing him of possession of cocaine.
Officer Mark Siracuse
spotted Crawford on his
bicycle on Olivia Street and
stopped him at Taser point.
Crawford “became loud
and argumentative,” Siracuse said, and ignored
commands to stay seated
on his bike and drop whatever was in his hands.
Inside his pockets, Crawford had 16.6 grams of
cocaine inside a black
glove, police said, and
inside another black glove
was 4.8 grams of MDMA,
or Molly, police said.
At the jail, Crawford was
found to have a fever, and
was taken to Lower Keys
Medical Center, where a
rapid test showed he indeed has COVID-19.

Gwen Filosa: KeyWestGwen
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Voters to decide if South Beach
high-rise is OK on public land
BY MARTIN VASSOLO

mvassolo@miamiherald.com

This November, Miami
Beach residents will vote
on whether to allow the
city to sell public waterfront land attached to the
Miami Beach Marina to a
real estate developer, who
intends to build a luxury
high rise, renovate the
marina and gift the city a
1-acre public park.
Also part of the proposal, which the City Commission approved Wednesday, is a new 99-year lease
on the marina property at
300 Alton Road in South
Beach. The current marina
building will be demolished and its business
tenants, including the
popular Monty’s restaurant, will be displaced.
The project is led by
developer David Martin,
CEO of the Terra Group
development firm, who
told the Miami Herald he
“will work with existing
and potential tenants to
curate a unique and exciting retail amenity for the
city and surrounding
neighborhood.”
The deal would involve
the city’s selling 0.3 acres
of property and the air
rights over 300-390 Alton
Road to make way for a
275,000-square-foot residential tower with 60
units. The maximum
height of the tower, a
skinny high rise designed
by Bjarke Ingels Group,
would be 385 feet. If approved by a majority of
voters Nov. 3, the developer would demolish the
current marina building

Terra Group

A rendering shows the proposed 275,000-square-foot high-rise building that
development group Terra wants to build at the Miami Beach Marina.

and spend at least $22.5
million renovating it into a
similar but more refined
commercial space connected to the planned residential tower. The money
would also go toward
building the park and upgrading the adjacent baywalk area. The new lessee
would spend an additional
$40 million improving
marina operations.
The sale would earn the
city $55 million and ownership of the new park.
The current lease for the
marina was signed in 1983
and can be extended to
2052. The marina fueled
the city’s growth as a glo-

bal destination for yachting and boating, Martin
said.
“Unfortunately now, 30
years later, the marina site
has become a little bit
dated [and] a little bit
tired,” Assistant City Manager Eric Carpenter told
the City Commission
Wednesday in communicating the city’s support for
the project. “We really
appreciate the proposal
that we have gotten to
bring the marina back to a
world-class facility.”
Martin, who is a Miami
Beach resident, said the
project has received positive feedback from resi-

dents in the South of Fifth
neighborhood and he
hopes a majority of voters
will approve of the proposal.
“With Miami Beach
voter support in November,
we intend to move quickly
into the design and city
review and approval process,” he said in a statement. “Construction will
follow.”
This story has been updated to clarify how much
money will be spent on the
project

Martin Vassolo:
305-376-2071,
martindvassolo
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Gabrielle Union, Kaavia James, Dwyane Wade

Video: Dwyane
Wade’s baby
daughter plays
basketball
BY MADELEINE MARR

mmarr@miamiherald.com

This could be one of the
cutest things we’ve seen in
quarantine.
Kaavia James is learning
how to play basketball.
Wait, she kind of already
knows how.
The toddler, who turns 2
in November, has a great
coach. That would be her
famous dad, Dwyane
Wade.
Mom Gabrielle Union
posted a video of Kaav
moving on up to the toy
hoop, and deftly dunking
the ball. The child then
walks over behind the play
court to retrieve the ball.
“You’re going to get your
own rebound?” the actress
asks off camera. Kaavia
surveys the hoop, which is

about a foot away, then
decides against making a
move, tosses the ball down
and walks out of frame.
The caption: “There is no
‘I’ in team. I should not
have to get my own rebound. Game and story,
over.”
In the comments section,
Wade threw up some laughing face emojis.
During the former Miami
Heat player’s career, the
legendary shooting guard
pulled off 4,933 rebounds.
So the so-called Shady Baby
has a ways to go.
Wade’s oldest child,
Zaire Wade, is well on the
way, however. The 18-yearold plays for Brewster
Academy in Wolfesboro,
New Hampshire.

Madeleine Marr:
madeleinemarr
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