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FEDERAL LAWSUIT

Air Force sues Homestead,
landowners, over agreement
to build homes near base
BY SAMANTHA J. GROSS AND
RENE RODRIGUEZ

sgross@miamiherald.com
rrodriguez@miamiherald.com

A new legal fight has
emerged, centered on the
years-long controversy
over landowners’ rights to
develop residential property near the Homestead Air
Reserve Base.
For decades, the city has
struggled to find a balance
between property owners’
rights and safety concerns
of the Homestead Air Reserve Base, which has been
operating in Homestead
since 1942.
Richard and John Alger,
farmers and landowners in
Homestead, have been
wanting to build homes on
their large swath of property near the base and have
been in a nearly decadelong battle to do so.
The U.S. Attorney’s Office, on behalf of the Air
Force, is again suing the
City of Homestead and the
Algers, claiming a city
resolution allowing the
Algers to build homes on
their property near the
base creates a risk in the
event of a plane crash.
The U.S. Attorney’s Office first sued the city in
2011, alleging that the city
had ignored safety restrictions after it allowed
Alger Farms to develop
residential units near the
end of the base’s runway.
In a 49-page complaint
filed in Miami-Dade Circuit Court on December 9,
attorneys claim that the
city’s decision to settle
with the Algers was not

supported by enough evidence and does not act in
the public interest.
The property in question
sits in an area near the
base’s runway, which is
designated by the city and
by the Air Force as an “Accident Potential Zone 1”
meaning there’s a higher
chance of accidents and
loud noises due to flight
activity at the base. The
disagreement over whether
that land should be developed has spanned years.
The Algers own about
192 acres within the Accident Potential Zone 1, or
“APZ 1.” According to their
attorney, the Algers own
the majority of the land
within the zone. Farming
has become less lucrative
in recent years, the Algers
argue, and building homes
would allow them to make
farming financially sustainable for future years.
“We love farming, we’d
love to continue doing it
for the rest of our lives,”
John Alger told council
members during a November 4 special meeting to
address their issues. “But
we’re left with no options.
We need to get some value
out of our property. We’re
tired.”
The city has prohibited
residential development in
APZ 1 since 1996, when
Homestead annexed the
property and made it subject to a 1991 zoning ordinance that prohibited residential development there.
Larry Ventura, an environmental officer with the
Air Force, told the city
council that if it passed the

resolution, the city would
not be acting in its residents’ best interest. Instead, a settlement between the Air Force and
the Algers should be posed
as an option in the new
year, he said.
“The public interest is
best served by not allowing
families to live underneath
an Accident Potential
Zone,” he said during the
November meeting. “I hold
no malice or no ill will
toward the Alger family.
But I don’t want the impression given that we
didn’t want to resolve
this.”
According to city
documents, the council
voted 6-0 to approve the
resolution, which allows
the Algers to build one
residence on every five
acres of land. This translates into 48 housing units
in the Algers’ 240 acres.
Homestead Mayor Steve
Losner told the Herald that
given the resolution, the
filing of the suit “does not
come as a surprise.”
“It is disappointing and
frustrating that this decade-long controversy has
been revived in the aftermath of a reasonable and
fair settlement that adequately balanced the interests of all parties,” he
said.
ORIGIN OF ORDINANCE
When the base, previously known as the Homestead Army Air Field, was
created in 1942, the government took efforts to
ensure that development
around the base didn’t
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BABY, IT’S COLD OUTSIDE!
A cruise ship is seen out at sea as a surfer tries to catch waves under cold weather at
South Pointe Beach on Wednesday in Miami Beach.
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