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Biden will
withdraw all
U.S. forces
from
Afghanistan
by Sept. 11
BY MISSY RYAN
AND KAREN DEYOUNG

The Washington Post
WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden will
withdraw all American
troops from Afghanistan
over the coming months,
people familiar with the
plans said, completing the
military exit by or before
the 20th anniversary of
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
that first drew the United
States into its longest war.
The decision, which
Biden is expected to announce on Wednesday,
will keep thousands of
U.S. forces in the country
beyond the May 1 exit
deadline that the Trump
administration negotiated
last year with the Taliban,
according to a senior administration official who
briefed reporters Tuesday
under rules of anonymity
set by the White House.
While the Taliban has
vowed to renew attacks on
U.S. and NATO personnel
if foreign troops are not
out by the deadline, they
made no initial statement
in response to the announcement, and it is not
clear if the militants will
follow through with the
earlier threats given Biden’s plan for a phased
withdrawal between now
and September.
Officially, there are
2,500 U.S. troops in Afghanistan, although the
number fluctuates and is
currently about 1,000
more than that. There are
also up to an additional
7,000 foreign forces in
the coalition there, the
majority of them NATO
troops.
Biden’s decision comes
after an administration
review of U.S. options in
Afghanistan, where U.S.midwived peace talks have

failed to advance as hoped
and the Taliban remains a
potent force despite two
decades of effort by the
United States to defeat the
militants and establish
stable, democratic governance. The war has
cost trillions of dollars in
addition to the lives of
more than 2,000 U.S.
service members and at
least 100,000 Afghan
civilians.
“This is the immediate,
practical reality that our
policy review discovered,”
said one person familiar
with the closed-door deliberations who like others
spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss policy planning. “If we break
the May 1st deadline negotiated by the previous
administration with no
clear plan to exit, we will
be back at war with the
Taliban, and that was not
something President Biden believed was in the
national interest.”
The goal is to move to
“zero” troops by September, the senior administration official said. “This
is not conditions-based.
The president has judged
that a conditions-based
approach … is a recipe for
staying in Afghanistan
forever. He has reached
the conclusion that the
United States will complete its drawdown, and
will remove its forces from
Afghanistan before September 11.”
The decision highlights
the trade-offs the Biden
administration is willing to
make to shift the U.S.
global focus away from
the counterinsurgency
campaigns that dominated
the post-9/11 world to
current priorities, including increasing military
competition with China.

Minnesota cop who
killed Black motorist resigns
BY MOHAMED IBRAHIM
AND MIKE HOUSEHOLDER

Associated Press
BROOKLYN CENTER, MINN.

A white police officer who
fatally shot a Black man
during a traffic stop in a
Minneapolis suburb resigned Tuesday, as did the
city’s police chief — moves
that the mayor said he
hoped would help heal the
community and lead to
reconciliation after two
nights of protests and unrest.
The resignations from
Officer Kim Potter and

Police Chief Tim Gannon
came two days after the
death of 20-year-old
Daunte Wright in Brooklyn
Center. Potter, a 26-year
veteran, had been on administrative leave following Sunday’s shooting,
which happened as the
Minneapolis area was
already on edge over the
trial of an officer charged
in George Floyd’s death.
Brooklyn Center Mayor
Mike Elliott said at a news
conference that the city
had been moving toward
firing Potter when she
resigned. Elliott said he

ANNA MONEYMAKER Pool via Getty Images

A SALUTE TO THE FALLEN
U.S. Capitol Police Officer Ken Shaver, who was injured in the car attack near the Capitol on April 2,
pays his respects as the late Capitol Police Officer William Evans, left, lies in honor in the Capitol on
Tuesday in Washington, D.C. Evans was killed during the attack. Officers then killed the driver.

Expert says cop was
justified in pinning down
George Floyd

tions were reasonable in
those specific circumstances.
Prosecutor Steve
Schleicher used his crossexamination to once again
painstakingly go through
video clips of a pinneddown Floyd gasping that he
couldn’t breathe and then
going limp.
Several top Minneapolis
of a challenge to, again, put
The prosecutor hamBY AMY FORLITI,
police officials, including
yourself in the officer’s
mered away at Brodd, saySTEVE KARNOWSKI
the police chief, have testi- ing that a reasonable officer
shoes to try to make an
AND TAMMY WEBBER
fied that Chauvin used
evaluation
through
what
Associated Press
in Chauvin’s position would
they’re feeling, what they’re excessive force and violated have known Floyd stopped
sensing, the fear they have, his training. And medical
MINNEAPOLIS
resisting, that another offiexperts called by proseand then make a determiFormer Officer Derek
cer told him he couldn’t
cutors have said that Floyd find a pulse, and that others
nation.”
Chauvin was justified in
died from a lack of oxygen
He said he doesn’t bepinning George Floyd to the
said Floyd had passed out
lieve Chauvin and the other because of the way he was
ground because he kept
and was no longer breathrestrained.
officers used deadly force
struggling, a use-of-force
ing.
But Brodd said: “I felt
when they held Floyd down
expert testified for the deAt one point, Brodd arthat Officer Chauvin’s
on his stomach, his hands
fense Tuesday, contradictgued that Floyd kept on
interactions
with
Mr.
Floyd
cuffed
behind
his
back
and
ing a parade of authorities
struggling instead of just
Chauvin’s knee on his neck were following his training, “resting comfortably” on
from both inside and outfollowing
current
practices
or
neck
area
for
what
proseside the Minneapolis Police
the ground.
in policing and were obcutors say was 91 / 2minDepartment.
“Did you say ‘resting
jectively
reasonable.”
utes.
Taking the stand at
comfortably’?” an incredThe question of what is
Brodd likened it instead
Chauvin’s murder trial,
ulous Schleicher asked.
Barry Brodd, a former Santa to a situation in which offi- reasonable is important:
Brodd: “Or laying comPolice officers are allowed
cers use a Taser on someRosa, California, officer,
fortably.”
certain
latitude
to
use
deadone
fighting
with
officers,
stoutly defended Chauvin’s
Schleicher: “Resting
ly force when someone puts comfortably on the paveand the suspect falls, hits
actions, even as a prosethe
officer
or
other
people
his
head
and
dies:
“That
cutor pounded away at the
ment?”
in danger. Legal experts say
witness, banging the lectern isn’t an incident of deadly
Brodd: “Yes.”
a
key
issue
for
the
jury
will
force.
That’s
an
incident
of
at one point during crossbe whether Chauvin’s acan accidental death.”
examination and growing
incredulous when Brodd
suggested Floyd was struggling because he wasn’t
“resting comfortably” on
the pavement.
“It’s easy to sit and judge
… an officer’s conduct,”
Brodd testified. “It’s more

hoped her resignation
would “bring some calm to
the community,” but that
he would keep working
toward “full accountability
under the law.”
“We have to make sure
that justice is served, justice is done. Daunte Wright
deserves that. His family
deserves that,” Elliott said.
A decision on whether
prosecutors will charge
Potter could come as soon
as Wednesday. Meanwhile,
the cities of Minneapolis
and St. Paul imposed 10
p.m. curfews. A Brooklyn
Center city spokeswoman
didn’t immediately respond to a message on
whether the city would
have a curfew.
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Monroe County

An 11-year-old boy was airlifted to Miami from the Keys on March 30 after a diving
incident, police said.

MONROE COUNTY

Boy, 11, airlifted to Nicklaus
hospital after diving in Keys
BY GWEN FILOSA

gfilosa@flkeysnews.com

An 11-year-old Rochester, Minnesota, boy was
airlifted from the Lower
Keys to a Miami-Dade
hospital Tuesday morning
after diving, police said.
The boy was diving in 20
feet of water with his family and a divemaster with a
commercial dive boat out

of Captain Hook’s Marina
and Dive Center, at Looe
Key off Ramrod Key, according to the Monroe
County Sheriff’s Office.
They were in the water
about 35 minutes, the sheriff’s office said.
Everyone surfaced, but
the boy began convulsing,
said Adam Linhardt, a
spokesman for the sheriff’s
office.
“He was conscious and

breathing,” Linhardt said.
The sheriff’s office was
notified at about 10:49
a.m.
The boy was airlifted by
Trauma Star to Nicklaus
Children’s Hospital near
South Miami. On Wednesday, the sheriff’s office
reported the boy was in
stable condition and is
expected to recover.
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HOMESTEAD

Stressed out by COVID?
At health fair, yoga, art and
mental-health pros are on tap
BY DAVID BROTHERS

dbrothers@miamiherald.com

Homestead is hosting a
Community Health and
Wellness Fair, from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday, April
10, at Blakey Park, 600
SW 14th Ave.

The fair is free and offers
a range of activities to
offset stress brought on by
COVID-19, including yoga,
art in the park, martial arts
and basketball lessons, as
well as free meals and
appointments with mental
health counselors.
Homestead Council-

woman Jenifer Bailey has
partnered with Community Health of South Florida,
Mujer South Florida, Citrus Family Care Network,
Le Jardin and others.
For more information or
to become a sponsor, visit
https://trulylocalcares.org
/fair-registration
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