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The Miami Shores Village Council on
Tuesday appointed and swore in a form-
er chairman of the city’s Historic Preser-
vation Board to the council seat vacated
by Crystal Wagar. It was the council’s
second appointment in a matter of
weeks.
Wesley Castellanos, a registered

architect and general contractor who
founded the Miami-based Castellanos
Design Studio, immediately began serv-
ing in office upon his appointment.
“My goal will be, I promise you, to

make Miami Shores more beautiful than
what it is now,” Castellanos said after
beating out four other applicants.
“I can promise that I will do my abso-

lute best to listen closely to the residents
and choose what is right for us,” Castel-
lanos wrote in a statement to the Miami
Herald. He said he does intend to run to
keep his spot on the Village Council in
the city’s April 11 election. Three seats
are open, including the two vacated by
Wagar and Katia Saint Fleur; Council-
woman Alice Burch’s seat is also up for
grabs as she is termed out.
Castellanos filled the seat vacated by

Wagar, who resigned ahead of a new
Florida law that would prohibit certain
elected officials from lobbying for six
years after they leave office. The law
went into effect Dec. 31.
Wagar, who is a registered lobbyist

with The Southern Group, is also one of
five Florida politicians who filed a
lawsuit seeking to temporarily block the
new law from taking effect. But, Miami
U.S. District Judge Beth Bloom denied
the request at a Dec. 29 emergency hear-
ing. The court is scheduled to hear argu-
ments in the case on Jan. 27.
The Constitutional Prohibition Against

Lobbying by a Public Officer implements
a constitutional amendment that voters
approved in 2018 that prohibits lobbying
by certain public officials while in office.
It extends the period of time that certain
elected officials are prohibited from
lobbying after leaving office from two
years to six years.
Castellanos’ appointment comes three

weeks after the council appointed
Timothy Crutchfield, an attorney at
North Miami-based law firm Mintz
Truppman, P.A. Crutchfield served on
the Miami Shores Planning and Zoning
Board from 1999 to 2005. He replaced
former Councilmember Katia Saint
Fleur, who resigned Dec. 6. Castellanos
had previously applied for that vacant
seat.
Crutchfield will be in office for the

remainder of Saint Fleur’s term, but said
he has no plans to run in the election on
April 11.
The councilmember appointments

come within a month of the village coun-
cil voting to give tentative approval to its
comprehensive plan. The plan has
caused division among residents and
some village councilmembers over po-
tential multifamily housing in a largely
single-family home community.

Raisa Habersham: @newsworthy17

MUNICIPALITIES

Miami Shores’ Village Council
names architect to vacant seat
BY RAISA HABERSHAM
rhabersham@miamiherald.com

Courtesy of Wesley Castellanos

Wesley Castellanos was appointed to the
Miami Shores Village Council, filling the
seat vacated by Crystal Wagar.
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There’s a worldwide
recall of Epinephrine (L-
Adrenaline), the stuff that
makes the Epinephrine in
your autoinjector work.
Here’s what you need to

know.

WHAT’S RECALLED?
Spectrum Laboratory

Products has recalled
three lots of Epinephrine
(L-Adrenaline) USP, prod-
uct code EP130. This cov-
ers lot Nos. 1KG0865 and
2KF0151, expiration date
Mar. 31, 2023, in sizes
100gm, 25gm, 5gm and
1gm; and 2KL0353, expi-
ration date Sept. 30, 2023,
in 1kg.
Epinephrine (L-Adrena-

line) is the active pharma-
ceutical ingredient (API)
in Epinephrine.
READ MORE: CVS, 2

other brands of first aid
kits recalled after FDA
finds microbial
contamination

WHY IS IT BEING
RECALLED?
“Customer complaints

have found the product to
be discolored,” said the
Spectrum-written, FDA-
posted recall notice.
Epinephrine goes in

autoinjectors, some sold
under the brand name
“EpiPen,” which are
often kept around by
people who might have
food allergies, asthma or
other conditions that can
result in a life-threatening
reaction.
The recall notice’s risk

statement states using
epinephrine made or
compounded with the
active ingredient recalled
“could result in less-
effective product, and
incomplete treatment of
life-threatening condi-
tions including low blood
pressure, heart failure,
anaphylaxis, irregular
heartbeat, and heart at-
tack.
“Treatment with a

less-effective product,
essentially underdosing

epinephrine, could result
in death.”

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO
NOW?
Whether you’re a con-

sumer, retail pharmacy or
distributor, if you have any
of the recalled Epinephrine
(L-Adrenaline), USP cata-
log No. EP130, stop using
it and return it to whoever
sold it to you. Get a refund.
If you have questions

about this recall, contact
Spectrum at compliance@
spectrumchemical.com or
800-772-8786, Monday
through Friday, 11 a.m. to
8 p.m., Eastern time.
If you’ve had any med-

ical problems from this or
any other drug or active
ingredient, first see a med-
ical professional. Then, let
the FDA know via its Med-
Watch Adverse Event page
or by filling out a form you
can get by calling 800-332-
1088.

David J. Neal:
305-376-3559,
@DavidJNeal

PRODUCGT RECALL

Why there’s a recall of
Epinephrine (L-Adrenaline)
and what you need to do
BY DAVID J. NEAL
dneal@miamiherald.com

FDA

The label on one of the recalled lots of Epinephrine (L-Adrenaline).
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A Florida Department of Health ad-
ministrative complaint filed against Dr.
Fernando Lora says a Coral Gables
Hospital patient’s appendix burst after
Lora went in to take it out and took out
fat.
This administrative complaint, filed

Dec. 19, was the second in 28 days filed
against Lora, a licensed doctor in Florida
since Feb. 21, 1985.
The earlier complaint concerned myr-

iad problems at Miami Surgical Center,
where Lora was the designated physician,
the person responsible for making sure
the office plastic surgery center complied
with the state standards inspectors found
it flouting.
Administrative complaints start the

process toward possible discipline by the
state.
Lora’s Florida Department of Health

online profile also claims board
certification from the American Board of
Surgery, although a certification check
shows that Lora’s board certification ran
out 32 years and six months ago, on July
1, 1990. His current status is “not certi-
fied.”
The December complaint concerns

what happened after a woman the com-
plaint identifies as “S.G.” showed up at
Coral Gables Hospital on May 18, 2019,
with “severe abdominal pain.” The com-
plaint said a CT scan revealed an in-

flamed appendix and Lora went in for an
appendectomy.
“[Lora] performed an appendectomy,

but failed to remove S.G.’s appendix and
instead removed an inflamed appendix
epiloia,” the complaint said.
“Epiploic appendices are pedunculated,

serosa-covered accumulations of adipose
tissue seen on the lateral aspects of the
colon,” write Robert Petras and Wendy
Frankel in 2009’s Modern Surgical Pa-
thology (second edition).
Adipose tissue is, in simplest terms,

body fat.
The complaint said after S.G. was

discharged from Coral Gables Hospital
on May 23, 2019, she came back
later that day with abdominal pain
and the doctor treating her
“determined she had suffered a ruptured
appendix.”

David J. Neal: 305-376-3559,
@DavidJNeal

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

A Coral Gables doctor went in
for an appendix but removed
only fat, state complaint says
BY DAVID J. NEAL
dneal@miamiherald.com
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A state complaint says Dr. Fernando Lora
took out adipose tissue instead of an
appendix at Coral Gables Hospital.
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