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A burglary suspect was
sent running for his life
when a 76-year-old Flor-
ida homeowner heard his
wife’s screams and began
shooting, according to
investigators.
The intruder was

wounded but survived to
be arrested in the street by
deputies, the Pinellas
County Sheriff’s Office
reported in a news release.
The homeowner was

not hurt, but his wife suf-
fered non-life threatening
injuries in the attack, offi-
cials said.
It happened around 3

a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 27,
in North Redington Beach,
a coastal community just
west of St. Petersburg, the
sheriff’s office says.
Deputies were sum-

moned to the residential
neighborhood by reports

of a man standing in the
road and “yelling.”
“While deputies were

responding to the initial
call, a second 911 call was
received at 3:23 a.m. at
208 Bath Club Boulevard
North, reporting a resi-
dential burglary,” the
sheriff’s office said.
“Upon arrival, deputies

located (a man) in the
roadway on Bath Club
Boulevard with a single
gunshot wound.”
The wounded 51-year-

old man also proved to be
their burglary suspect,
officials said.
He is accused of gaining

entry in a home by smash-
ing out a front window
with a rock, detectives say.
“Once inside the resi-

dence, (he) encountered
(a 74-year-old woman)
and began to struggle with
her physically,” the sher-
iff’s office said.
“(Her husband) heard

her scream his name in

distress and saw her strug-
gling with (a man). Fear-
ing for his and his wife’s
safety, (he) retrieved his
firearm and shot (the
man) once in the right
shoulder.”
The suspect fled the

home, then tried to break
into another residence on
the street, officials said.
“After the failed second

burglary attempt, (he) fled
down the street, where he
was stopped by respon-
ding deputies,” officials
said.
The suspect was taken

to a hospital for treatment
of non-life-threatening
injuries.
He is charged with bur-

glary with battery and
attempted residential
burglary, the sheriff’s
office said.

Mark Price: 704-358-5149,
@markprice_obs
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The burglary happened around 3 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 27, on Bath Club Boulevard
North in North Redington Beach, the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office says.

76-year-old man finds wife
battling attacker and he starts
shooting, Florida cops say

BY MARK PRICE
msprice@charlotteobserver.com
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The end of the year is
near, and for me it is al-
ways a time of reflection.
This column, which I

have continued for the last
17 years in honor of my
late mother, has brought
me great joy. I hope it has
helped readers become
aware of all the good be-
ing done in our communi-
ty.
I especially like writing

about passionate volun-
teers and the groups that
make a difference in the
lives of humans and ani-

mals every day.
One of my favorite

stories was writing about
Tanzie, a shelter cat at the
Humane Society of
Greater Miami, who had
been waiting for a forever
home for six years.
After my story was pub-

lished, Tanzie was adopt-
ed by a caring couple who
bought her a kitty stroller
so they could walk her
outside.
“The adopters noticed

that she loved to look out
the window and wanted to
give her an opportunity to
bask in nature in a safe
way,” said Melanie Ochoa
at the Humane Society.
“We cannot thank you
enough for making this
dream come true for our
special girl. We could not
be happier to know she is
with a family who is pa-

tient, accepting and lov-
ing.”
It might seem like a

small difference to have
made, but it is a big differ-
ence in the lives of some,
especially Tanzie.
We can all make differ-

ences for good, be they
small or big.
This year, I have been

trying to follow a path
described in a quote by
the American writer Ed-
ward Everett Hale who is
also known for his motto
to “lend a hand.”
Among his more than

150 works, Hale wrote the
classic short story, “The
Man Without a Country,”
and it is said he was the
first to describe an artifi-
cial satellite in his fiction.
He died in 1909.
Hale’s abbreviated mes-

sage that I’ve taken to

One person can indeed make a difference, and here’s how

Members of a team with Operation Pit Stop are happy to help bully breed dogs and
their families through a free spay and neuter project during December.

BY CHRISTINA MAYO
ChristinaMMayo@gmail.com
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Billionaires Ken Griffin
and David Geffen pledged
$400 million to the Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center in New York, the
biggest single donation in
the center’s 150-year histo-
ry.
The announcement was

made Tuesday on ABC’s
“Good Morning America,”
where Griffin was joined by
MSK Chief Executive Offi-
cer Selwyn M. Vickers and
the show’s anchor Robin
Roberts, a multiple cancer
survivor.
Their message under-

scored the growing urgency
to combat cancer, with
projections from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention indicating a
nearly 50% increase in

cancer cases in the US by
2050.
MSK, founded in 1884

and anchored in Manhat-
tan’s Upper East Side, has
been expanding its foot-
print. The center is plan-
ning a new tower on its
main campus and has ex-
panded to buildings in
Midtown.
“David and I are honor-

ed to support MSK’s in-
credible physicians and
scientists advancing break-
throughs in research and
treatment and the out-
standing nurses and staff
who dedicate their lives to
providing compassionate
care to those impacted by
this disease,” Griffin said in
a statement.
Griffin — who moved

from Chicago to Miami last
year and has a net worth of
$36.5 billion, according to
the Bloomberg Billionaires

Index — has been spread-
ing his wealth across the
U.S. In the past year, Har-
vard renamed a school in
honor of the Citadel foun-
der following a $300 mil-
lion donation. He also
funded a new surgical
tower for a Miami chil-
dren’s hospital and a lead-
ership institute for the
Texas-based National Med-
al of Honor Museum Foun-
dation.
In September, he

launched Griffin Catalyst, a
new brand for his philan-
thropic activities.

Miami billionaire Griffin, Geffen
give $400 million to fight cancer

Ken Griffin

BY AMANDA GORDON
Bloomberg
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A chicken dish sold at
over 4,200 Walmart
stores under one the
chain’s house brands was
recalled Wednesday after
the ready-to-eat meal
tested positive for listeria.
Freshness Guaranteed

Chicken Fried Rice, Lot
No. WK10CFR with a best
by date of Nov. 10, 2024,
should be returned to the
store for a refund or
thrown in the garbage. As
is its custom, Walmart
quickly posted an 89-page
PDF with stores that sold
the chicken fried rice.
The USDA Food Safety

Inspection Service’s recall
notice said: “The problem
was discovered by FSIS

during review of testing
results, which showed the
product tested positive for
(listeria).”
Listeria doesn’t infect

many each year, about
1,600 in the United States
according to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control
and Prevention, but it kills
about 260 people. People
over 65, pregnant women
and newborns tend to be
the most vulnerable to
listeria’s worst effects.
Most people will feel like
they have the flu, have
headaches, fever and neck
stiffness.
Garland Ventures of

Garland, Texas, issued the
recall of over 18,400
dishes it made for Wal-
mart.
If you have any ques-

tions about this recall,

reach out to Garland Ven-
tures account managers
Evelyn Tsai (evelynt-
sai@ballyplus.com) or
Phoebe Hsu (phoebeh-
su@ballyplus.com) at
972-485-8878.

David J. Neal:
305-376-3559,
@DavidJNeal

Attention, Walmart shoppers
— testing found listeria in
one of your food products
BY DAVID J. NEAL
dneal@miamiherald.com

USDA Food Safety Inspection Service

Freshness Guaranteed
Chicken Fried Rice with
vegetables in soy sauce.
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We don’t have much
patience on the road in
Miami. Drivers want to be
on the move despite gri-
dlock, slow-poke tourists
and people paying more
attention to their cell-
phone than the light that
just turned green.

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO
IF A TRAFFIC LIGHT
DOESN’T CHANGE?

AThere is no law in
Florida allowing a driver
to pass a solid red light
that doesn’t change to
green. That means you are
risking a ticket if you run
the red, even if the coast is
clear. One thing to know:
A light that doesn’t seem
to change may just be
taking longer than you’re

used to, or have patience
for — it doesn’t mean it’s
broken.

A Some states have what
is called a “Dead Red
Law,” which allows bicy-
clists and motorcyclists to
run a red that isn’t trig-
gered by their vehicle.
Florida isn’t one of them,
according to the Murphy
Law Group in Sarasota.

A If a red light isn’t
changing to green, police
and traffic advocates sug-
gest pulling up to the in-
tersection line, then roll-
ing your vehicle back and
forth to trip the light sen-
sor in the pavement. If
that doesn’t work, turn
right on red when the
coast is clear. Then report
the faulty light to 511. A
sensor may not recognize
a bicycle, motorcycle or
lighter vehicle, or just be

faulty no matter the vehi-
cle size.

A If you do pass what
you think is a stuck light
and get caught, you can
take it to court.

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO
IF A TRAFFIC LIGHT IS
NOT WORKING BUT
FLASHING?
Florida law is clear on

what drivers have to do if
they approach an intersec-
tion with a flashing red or
yellow light:
Red: According to Flor-

ida law, drivers who ap-
proach a flashing red light
need to stop, check for
traffic, then proceed
through the intersection.
Yellow: Drivers who

approach a flashing yellow
light must proceed with
caution, Florida law says.

Can drivers pass a red light that doesn’t turn
green? What Florida law says about that
BY MIAMI HERALD STAFF

Here’s what to know
about the law in Florida:

CAN YOU TAKE VIDEO
OF A TRAFFIC STOP OR
AN ARREST?
The simple answer is ...

Yes, you can take video of
police officers making
traffic stops or arrests in
Florida, either from your
own vehicle or on public
property like a sidewalk,
the street or the beach.
“Florida police on ac-

tive duty can be recorded
on cell phones or other
recording devices as they
are considered public
figures and not afforded a
reasonable expectation of
privacy,” according to the
Fusco Law Group in Jack-
sonville..
But know this ... You

can still get in trouble,
according to Florida law.
That law makes clear that
it’s illegal to disrupt a
police investigation — and
that can be up to an offi-
cer’s interpretation.
“When the person

points his or her camera
at the police while the
officers are on duty, it is
possible to interfere with
an investigation or an
arrest. If the person cap-
turing video gets in the
way, causes the arrest to
fail or interferes with
these actions, he or she
can obstruct the duties of
the officers. Then, he or
she can then face charges
for the current activity of
obstructing justice,” ac-
cording to the legal re-
sources site HG.org.

HOW ABOUT TAKING
VIDEO OF POLICE?
“Florida statute ... in-

dicates that ‘parties’ don’t
include police if they are
both active and in a public
setting. This is because
active-duty police officers
aren’t afforded a reason-
able expectation of privacy
because they are defined
as public figures,” accord-
ing to the Lopez Law
Group in St. Petersburg.
Says the Weinstein

legal Team of Fort Lau-
derdale: “It is legal to
record on-duty police
officers engaged in police
work in Florida, so you
can legally record them
during a traffic stop. How-
ever, you should use com-
mon sense and follow a
few basic rules. You
should also be aware that
you might be arrested,
even though you are not
doing anything illegal.
And, if you’ve followed
the rules, you will prob-
ably not be convicted of
any criminal charges.
“If you record the po-

lice during a traffic stop,
they might harass you,
confiscate your device, or
even go so far as to arrest
you on charges such as
disorderly conduct, vio-
lation of wiretapping laws,
or obstruction of justice.
They cannot arrest and
charge you for recording
police officers, since it is
not illegal to do so.”

EFFORTS TO CHANGE
THE LAW?
Case: In 2021, the

Fourth District Court of
Appeal ruled that a Palm
Beach County woman
should not have been
arrested for videotaping
police. The appeals court
said Sharron Tasha Ford
had the right to turn on
her camera on Boynton
Beach police in 2009

after stopping her son for
sneaking into a movie
theater, according to a
report by the Palm Beach
Post.
“A rule otherwise

would mean that every-
one who pulls out a cell
phone to record an inter-
action with police, wheth-
er as a bystander, a wit-
ness, or a suspect, is com-
mitting a crime,” Judge
Martha Warner wrote
earlier when the court
originally sided with po-
lice. “If that were the
case, then had the in-
dividual who recorded
George Floyd saying to
the officers, ‘I can’t
breathe’ been in Florida,
she would have been
guilty of a crime.”
The Post reported on

the reversal: The three-
judge panel reversed itself
and joined Warner,
“agreeing that police
officers have no expecta-
tion of privacy when they
are performing their du-
ties in public. Therefore,
they agreed, Ford
shouldn’t have been ar-
rested for violating the
state’s wiretapping laws.”
New legislation: Bills

filed this year in Florida
would have given police
officers greater authority to
arrest people trying to take
video of them, making it
illegal to approach within
20 feet of a police officer.
The bills died before a full
vote in the Legislature.

ADVICE IF YOU ARE
TAKING VIDEO OF
POLICE IN ACTION
ACLU Florida offers

these tips if you plan to
record police action:

AAnnounce that you
are recording what is
going on.

A Stay a reasonable
distance away from what-
ever activity you are re-
cording.

ADo not interfere with
the police’s actions while
recording.

Can you take video
of police during a
traffic stop or arrest?
BY MIAMI HERALD STAFF


