46-62(d) Subsection 5- City of Miami Beach Tree Trimming Standards

Subsection (5) Tree Pruning

(a)  Tree pruning is to be performed in accordance with ANSI A-300 Standards and good horticultural practices. Hatracking, girdling spiking or any other pruning activities that effectively destroy a tree(s) are prohibited. The city may require that construction activities minimize negative impacts to tree canopy.

(b)  Any tree service performing palm or tree pruning activities not solely limited to removal of dead palm fronds on private or public property within the city must have an individual present onsite to perform or oversee the work who is either an ISA certified arborist or an ASCA registered consulting arborist in good standing.

(c)  Trees shall be pruned in the following manner:
(i)  All cuts shall be clean, flush and at junctions, laterals or crotches. Cuts shall be made as close as possible to the trunk or parent limb, without cutting into the branch collar or leaving a protruding stub. Tree limb reduction cuts shall be the preferred option with tree limb removal cuts preformed only as a last resort.

(ii)  Removal of dead wood, cross branches, branches with poor angles of attachment and thinning of suckers shall be accomplished simultaneously without any reduction in crown.

(iii)  Pruning of lateral branches that results in the removal of more than one-third of all branches on one side of a tree shall not be permissible unless allowed per subsection 46-62(5)(c).

(iv)  Lifting of branches or tree thinning shall be designed to distribute over half of the tree mass in the lower two-thirds of the tree.

(v)  No more than 25 percent of a tree's living canopy shall be removed within a one-year period.

(vi) Tree canopy removal of greater than 25 percent may only be considered under the following criteria as outlined herein:

a.  The tree is located in the proposed building footprint area or yard area where a structure or improvement shall be placed and unreasonably frontage (within the city's required setback), shall not be considered to be located within the building footprint or yard. Trees on the public right-of-way shall not be considered for removal of more than 25 percent of a tree's canopy as a result of restriction to or from ingress or egress to the garages or parking on the site, provided however, that if there is no other reasonable access to and from the structure or to the property from the public right-of-way, as determined by the environment and sustainability director and his/her designee the urban forester. Authorization to remove more than 25 percent of a tree's canopy including right-of-way trees must be received prior to issuance of a building permit.

b.  The tree is diseased or damaged; creates hazardous conditions; interferes with utility service; creates unsafe vision clearance; or materially impairs the structural integrity of an existing structure.
c.  If tree pruning is required to facilitate a construction project, the environment and sustainability department may require that the property owner provide a written report from an ISA certified arborist and/or ASCA registered consulting arborist before making any determinations in conjunction with this section. The environment and sustainability department may also require monitoring by an ISA certified arborist and/or ASCA registered consulting arborist during construction to assure proper tree pruning practices are implemented.


